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ro the Right Reverend 


THOMAS 


Lord Biſhop of SR LA. 


1 Lord, 

8 T have the Honour to live under Your 
Lordſhip's Juriſdiction, I have taken 
the Liberty to publiſh this little Trea- 

tiſe under Your Patronage, not doubting Youre 

Lordſhip's Approbation of my Endeavours to 

clear a Point of ſo great Importance, even 

tho* I ſhould happen to differ from Your Lord- 


hip: in my Notions. As I am grown old, and 


am going off the Stage of Life apace, I am 


willing to ſpend the ſhort Remainder of my 


Time in being uſeful, as far as I am able: 
And as I thought there was great Room for it 
on this Subject, eſpecially conſidering the many 
bold Attacks, that have been made upon Chri- 
ſtisnity of late; fo I hope what I have here 
ſaid in this Treatiſe may in ſome meaſure an- 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
ſwer my Deſign. I am not inſenſible of its 
Defects, but Your Lordſhip's Candour and good 
Nature will pardon them, when I inform You, 


that it was compoſed by broken Snatches and at 


ſuch leiſure Time as I could ſteal from a Life, 


_ Incumber'd wich diſagreeable Buſineſs, and em- 
Harraſs d with Care, and Difficulties : Such as 
it is, I beg Your Lordſhip's Acceptance of it, 


as a Token of that Reſpect and Duty I owe 
You as my Dioceſan, and as a Teſtimony of 


my Gratitude for the Favours I have received 


from You; I ſhall be always glad of every 


Opportunity of declaring the Senſe I have of 
my Obligations to You : But I have a more 


particular Deſire to do it this Way, as it ſhews 


Your Lordſhip, to whom I am accountable, 
how Idiſcharge my Truſt in that Station God 


Nas placed me in. 
I pray God to give Your Lordſhip long 


Health and Happineſs, and am with all Re- 


n —— 
J Lok p, 
Nur Lonrenrr' s moſt obliged 


and obedient Servant, 


T. BuzNET. 


fd. Uh. . « 


ASSO => Sau yq.o 


THE 


ER EF ACE 


TO THE 


READER 


THOEVER will think it worth his 
\ \ while to read over the following Trea- 
tiſe, if be deſires to do it with 
Advantage, the only Thing neceſſary for this Pur- 
poſe is, that, if poſtble, He will lay afide all Pre- 
- judice and Partiality, in Favour of any Hypo- 
thefis he may have recetved ; and to remember that 
in Matters of pure Revelation, we have no other 
Rule of Truth, but the Scripture. 

And fince T have endeavoured to draw my No. 
tions from thence, for which Reaſon I call them 
The Scripture Doctrine; ſo I think it no un- 
reaſonable Requeſt to the Reader, that he will 
receive, or reject what be meets with here, ſo far 
only as it agrees, or diſagrees with Scripture. 

The Reaſon I ſay this, is, becauſe I am ve 
ſenfible that too many are apt to form their No- 
tions of Chriſtianity from the Explications given 
of the ſeveral Doctrines of it, by Men of ſupe- 
rior Note, and Learning; and whatever differs 


from 
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vi The PREFACE. 


om their Opinions is commonly cenſured as Here- 
aral, or Falſe at leaſt, as if they were the Stand- 
ard, by which all Goſpel Truth muſt be tried: 
Aud therefore if the Reader happens to be one 
of that Claſs, this Treatiſe will meet with cold 
Receptian, as it qontains many Things ſo different 
Fram the Sentiments of all that have gone before 
me, that if the Scripture be not made the only 
Rule of judging of it, it muſt be rejected with 


Scorn and Indignation. 
But let the Wade, remember, that no Man is 


infallible, and that the greateſt Men may err : 
And as there are no Errors of fo great Concern- 
ment to us, as thoſe which: relate to the Doctrine 
of Redemption; fo wiſe and good Men Ae be 
always ready to liſten to every Thing that 

to ſet them right, where they are thoug 


wrong, in a Matter of ſo great 8 = 


mean ſaever the Hand ma 85 that offers it. 

But this is what J do not pretend to: Let 
Human Schemes be what they uo, whether AFG 
or wrong I am not concern'd. Bufineſs i ray 
to-ſbew what the Scripture . 
have done in the plaineſt and moſt ae Mare 
ner poſſible, avoiding all Dreſs, and Ornament, 
and every Thing not neceſſary to inform, and con- 
vince the Underſtanding : And as ] have carried 
on my Reaſonings in a regular connetted Chain, I 
hope what I have faid may be a Means of ſettling 


our Diſputes on this Subject, or at leaſt of reducing 


them into ſuch. a Method and fo narrow 4 Cam- 
acid as will oro woot >. 
3. 


and 


pediments out of the Way of In 


The PRE FACE. vi 
Aud though I differ from otbers in many Things, 


I pretend to no new Dottrines ; I differ only in 
my Explication of Truths we all agree in: And 


what I offer in this Way ts intended only for the 


Solution of Difficulties not otherwiſe to be account= 
ed for. And if Infidels are tobe converted, and 
their 'Objettions removed, if they are not fatisfied 
with the uſual Anſivers to them, it is ſarely very 
juſtifiable to look out for new ones. 

And therefore I hope the Reader will not eres 
Offence at what I 2 ſaid relating to the 
exiſtent Nature of our Saviour, and the bod 


I have propoſed to make the Doctrine F the Tri- 


nity intelligible, when tis only offer'd as an Ex- 


bedient for the more eaſy Conuictian of thoſe, who 
cannot be convinced. by other Schemes. 


. When the Doctrine of the Trinity is repreſented 


as abſurd, W w 
to make any eSappoſition, that 
New 4 bow unreaſonable this Objettion is, and how 
it may be accounted for? And though this ſhould 
not prove ſuſficient for the Purpoſe, yet the Attempt 
is laudable, and becoming a good Chriſtian 
T mention this to obwiate the Prejudices of ſome 
weak, and unthinking People, who will not bear 
any thing new upon this Subject: And I would not 
be ill thought of, without letting them know, that 
what I offer of that Nature is intended only for 
the Service of Chriſtianity, by removing thoſe Im- 
22 which 
hinder them, as they pretend, from becoming Cbri- 


and impoſib 1s it na 


frians : And as this I hope will be a ſufficient 


Apology for what I advance on theſe Subjecis; fo 
6 * ; it 
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in The PREFACE. | 
it is for the Sake of this Apology, that the Reader 
is 23 with We Pre qt 


For as I publi 2 this 2 e only to do good, as 


T think it may be in ee to the yy 7 
Reception 0 Cher ianity, by making it intelligible 
to euery A IJ. ſhould e to have 
Jaid any Thing to prejudice, even the weakeſt Minds 

ainſt it. | 

F any one ſhall find it dif; ceable, as wrote 
i @ dull and heavy Way of demonſtrative, and 
dry eaſoning, this 1s what I ſhall make no Apolo- 
gy for, as. it is the only ſure Way to come at 
' Truth; and is in no Caſe more neceſſary, than 
when any new Notions are advanced, in Oppofi- 
tion to rooted, and inveterate Prejudices, and 
— T leave it with the Reader to make the 

ft Uſe of it be can, and if be finds any new 

5 be, or other Benefit from it, let God have the 
Glory: And if 20 meets with any Error in what 
1 have ſaid, if be pleaſe to let me know it ina 
Obriſtian Manner, I ſhall be obliged to Him for the 
* Deſeovery, and ſhall take the firſt Opportuni 
u. to retract it, fo ſoon as I am made ſenſe 
* f it. 


4 Wellkington by Marſhfield i 
| Glouceſterſhire, Aug. 15, 1737. 


The - rere Doctrine 0 
the Redemption of ManxinD 
IJzsus CHRIST explained. 


3 HERE is nothing of greater Con- 
55 "HY: cernment to us, as Chriſtians, than 
YI 2 the right Underſtanding of the Re- 
. ligion we profeſs: And ſince we 
profeſs our ſelves the Diſciples of Chriſt, as 
our Redermer, there is nothing which we 
ſhould: be more ſolicitous ro know, than 
the Nature of our Redemption ; the Man- 
ner how it was brought about ; what the 
Benefits of this Redemption are, and how 
we may be intitled to them. 

This Knowledge is taught us in the New 
Teſtament, 1 tho' it is delivered in 
the plaineſt Manner poſſible, yer, I doubr, 
it is too often miſunderſtood, and by Conſe- 
quence miſrepreſented. | 

To fer it in a proper Light is the Deſign 


of this Diſſertation ; And that I may do it 


B with 
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with greater Certainty and Succeſs, as the Scrip- 
ture is our only Rule in this Caſe, I ſhall draw 
out hat I have to ſay from thence, and that 
not only into as narrow a Compaſs as I can, 
but in fo plain a Method, as I hope will be 
ſufficient to inſtruct the Ignorant and confirm 


the Believer, if not convince the Infidel. 


The general Doctrine delivered in Scrip- 
ture is contained in theſe Words of St. Paul 
to the Colgſians, wherein he ſays, That we 


| have Redemption thro the Blood of Cbriſt, even 


the Forgtveneſs of our Sins, Col. i. 14. 


And for the due Explication of this Doc- 
trine, we will Firſt conſider what is to be 
meant by Redemption, and how far and in 
what Senſe it is to be aſcribed to Jeſus Chriſt. 


_ 2dhy. In what ſenſe we are faid to have 
F thro his Blood, and the Reaſon 
it. , . | 


34%. What is to be underſtood by the 


Forgiveneſs of our Sins, and how far the Scrip- 
ture aſcribes this to the Death of Chriſt. 


As to the firſt of theſe, what we are to 


- underſtand by our Redemption by Chriſt ; in 
order to a right Apprehenſion of this, we muſt 
 - — firſt conſider, what is meant by Redemp- 
Mie... | 2 Re- 
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- * Redemption is taken in various Senſes, but 
the natural and primary Signification of it is 
To buy off, and betokens ſome Deliverance by 


way of Purchaſe; as when we buy off a Cap- 
tive from Slavery, or a condemned Perſon 
from Puniſhment, or the like, eicher by ſome 
Conſideration offered, as a Motive, or by ſub- 
mitting to ſomething required, as a Condi- 
tion, we are then ſaid to redeem him, 
This, I fay, is the liceral and moſt or- 
dinary Senſe of the Word, and in this Senſe it 
ſeems to be underſtood in Scripture when 
applied to Feſus Chriſt, and when he is re- 
reſented as our Redeemer : For he is ex- 
preſsly ſaid to have bought us with a Price. 
The Perſon to whom this Price was paid 
according to the Scripture was God the Fa- 
ther: and as a Purchaſe does naturally im- 
ly ſome Covenant or Agreement made; ſo 


in our Redemption by Chriſt, we muſt ſup- 


pole ſome Covenant, or Agreement made be- 


' tween God the Father and our Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt, on what Terms, and Conditions to be 
performed by him, Mankind ſhould be inti- 
tled ro the Deliverance intended for them, 
and which God the Father would accept, 
as a Price paid for it. 

This is eaſy and natural, and agreeable to 
Scripture: And therefore in order to explain 
this Doctrine of our Redemption by Chriſt, 
it is neceſſary to inquire, | 

| B 2 Firſt, 
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Firſt, What that Deliverance was that By 
purchaſed for us. e 


, What and uns this Conn was 
n, and what were the Conditions required 
0 be ere order to that Deliverance. 


b de the'former: of -tbee, The Delivo- 
rance our Saviour purchaſed: for us, it was a 


Deliverance from the Puniſhment which we 


Had Reaſon to expect, and God in. Juſtice - 
might inflict upon us for our Tranſgreſſions. 
For that Sin is a Contradiction to the Na- 
ture of God, as a Holy Being, and to his 
Authority, as the Governor of the World, 
will not be denied by any one. And that 
ſome Tokens of God's Diſpleaſure may be 


juſtly feared by every Sinner according to the 


Nature and Circumſtances of their Sins, and in 
ſuch Manner and Meaſure as God in his Wiſ- 
dom ſhall ſee fit for the Support of his Au- 
thority and Government, no reaſonable Man 


can doubt. 
Every wilful Sin is an act of Rebellion 


| apaiint God, and ought as ſuch to be _ 
vented or ſuppr reſt : And if Puniſhment 


proper Means of doing this, as it is an act 


of Wiſdom in God to puniſh Sinners; ſo all 
Sinners have Reaſon to fear, that ſuch Pu- 


niſhments will be inflicted on them for their 
Sins, as the Wiſdom of God fees fit. 5 | 
. | 2 a But 


8 
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But much more when Sin is become noto- 
rious, and ſcandalous, where Men live as it 


' were in open Rebellion againſt God, in De- 


flance of his Authority and Juſtice ; ſuch 
Wickedneſs calls aloud for Vengeance. 
Now this was the Caſe wich Mankind be- 
fore our Saviour came into the World. 

All Mankind were involved in Sin, and the 
Bulk of them to ſuch a high Degree, that if 
God had dealt with them as their Iniquities 


deſerved, the Seripture ſays, they muſt have 


But ſuch was the Love of God to the 
World, that He did not deſire the Death of 
a Sinner, and therefore to prevent their Ruin, 


his Goodneſs and Wiſdom contrived a Me- 


thod for their Preſervation, by reconciling the 
World unto Himſelf by Jeſus Chriſt, whom 
He ſent, as the Miniſter of this Reconcilia- 
tion, to act as a Mediator between Him and 
Sinners, That whoyſever world believe in Him 
ſhould not periſh, but haue everlaſting Life. 
Thus far we are clear beyond Diſpute : 
And the Scripture is no leſs plain, as to the Na- 
ture-of his Mediation : In which, as he was 
to act between God, and Sinners; ſo there 
was ſomething to be done in behalf of God 
with Sinners, as there was likewiſe in behalf 
of Sinners with God: And both were to be 
done by Jeſus Chriſt, as a Mediator of this 
Reconciliation between God and them. 

| B 3 As 


Es OY, 
As for what was to be done on God's part, 
Reaſon tells us, that, if he was diſpoſed to 
ſhew Mercy to his Rebellious Subjects, twas 
er to make a publick Proclamation of it, 
T the Conditions he would require for 
it: There is a natural Fitneſs in this, that e- 
very Underſtanding ſees: And this che Scrip- 
. ſays, was what our Saviour was lent 
1. | 
And as Repentance and Reformation aro 
| abſolutely neceſſary to reconcile us to God, as 
Sin is a Contradiction to his Nature and 
Government : So our Saviour was ſent to 
call Sinners to Repentance, with full aſſu- 
trance of the Favour of God, provided they 
would accept the Offer, as an Act of his free 
Grace and Mercy. 
This is what no one can call into Diſpute, 
that ever read the New Teſtament. 
And ſince they could not receive this Offer, 
as from God, without owning him that 
brought it, as the Miniſter of God; fo this 
was the firſt thing neceſſary to the Recon- 
ciliation of Sinners to God, that they receive 
Feſus Chriſt, as God's Miniſter, and accept the 
Terms offered them by him on God's be- 
half, as a Mediator appointed for this Pur- 
poſe by God. 
This is the firſt thing that is meant by 
Faith in Chriſt: And this general Declara- 
5 tion of Mercy to Sinners made by him in the 
Name 


(23 

Name of God was the firſt Act of his Media- 
tion. Thus far we have no room for doubt. 

But there was ſomething more neceſſary 
beſide this to the Reconciliation of Sinners 
to God, even in the Judgment of human 
Reaſon. | 

For it is evident both from Scripture and 
| eee Hiſtory, that the World was not on- 

y ſunk into the loweſt Corruption of Morals, 
but their Underſtandings were darkened, and 
their Hearts eftrang'd from God, and Good- 
neſs: They neither knew God, nor how to 
glorify him as God, and they were fo hard- 
ened in Sin, that they wrought Wickedneſs 
with Greedineſs. 

And therefore as there was a Neceflity 
of a Reformation, fo there was an apparent 
Neceſſity of ſome Proviſion to be made to 
deliver them out of this ignorant and harden- 
ed State. ICY 

And this the Scripture ſays, our Saviour 
was ſent for, namely, to be a Light to the 
World, to open their Eyes, and turn them from 
Darkneſs to Light, and from the Power of Sa- 
tan unto God. | | 

And as it is the ordinary Method of Provi- 
dence to order all things according to their 


Natures ; ſo as Mankind are rational Crea- 


tures, - He ſent him to treat with them in 


a rational way, by giving them proper Means 


of Knowledge to inform their Underſtandings, 
B 4 and 
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| and proper Macives to influence their Wills, 
: $60 incline them to a&-accordingly,, 
And as they are compoſed of a bodily Na- 
ture; ſo God appointed him likewiſe to take 
| Fleſh and dwell among them, that He might 
ſpeak to them in a Human Way, without chat 
Terror and Aſtoniſhment, which the Voice 
of God ſpeaking from Heaven to them would 
naturally occaſion, as it did in the Children 
of -1ſracl at the Delivery of the Law from 
Mount Sinai. And on this Account, as God 
promiſed the Fews, that He would ſpeak to 
them by a Prophet of their Brethren like un- 
to Moſes, ſo: he appointed Fefus Chrift to be 
born of a Woman, that the World might be 
the more inclined to hearken to his Meſſage, 
when delivered to them by a Man like theme 
ſel ves; who could teach them what God re- 
quired of them, as en by hit Life, as by his 
os Dodrine. | 
But then, as he was to ſpeck to thens us a 
Mleſſenger from God, and on that Account, 
| ns there ſeems to be. a natural Fitneſs, and 
Congruity, that He ſhould be of a higher Dig- 
.nity, and more ſublime Perfections than other 
Men; fo God provided, that tho“ he ſhould 
: \ be born of a Woman, yet it ſhould be in 
ſuch a Way, as no other Perſon was, ſo as 
to be properly the Son of God: And as fuch 
the fitteſt Perſon to act in ms Behalf and in 
. ** of God. | 
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But then; as his acting in the Behalf and 
by the Name of God would naturally require 
ſome Teſtimony of his Miſſion, by ſuch Works 
as none but God could do: And as He was 
to declare the perfect Will of God, which 
none but God could know; ſo there was an 
apparent Neceſſity, that in order to the End, 
He was ſent for, He ſhould be indued with 


extraordinary Gifts and Powers. And accord- 


ingly the Scripture ſays, That it pleaſed the Fa- 
ther, that in him ſhould all Fullneſs dwell: Col. i. 
19. And in Conſequence of this, the Scrip- 
ture farther ſays, That the Fullneſi of the God- 
head dwelt in bim bodily, Col. ii. g. and that 
God (the Father) was in Chriſt Jeſus reconciling 
the World unto himſelf, 2 Cor, v. 15. © 
So that Fefus Chriſt was as it were the Di- 


vine Shekinab, in which God the Father dwele, 


in which he manifeſted Himfelf, 1 Tim. iii. 16. 


The Medium by which God ſpake, and by 


which he acted in this Reconciliation, For 


what our Saviour ſpake (in God's Name) the 


Scripture ſays, The Father ſpake by him. 

Heb. i. 1. Fob. xiv. 10. . 
And what he did, he did by the Father, or 

the Father did by Him. The Father ubo 


| dwells in me, ſays Our Saviour expreſsly 5 He 


does the Works, John xiv. 10. 

This is the general notion of the Media- 
tion of Feſus Cbriſt, conſidered, as acting 
for God with Sinners, And in this Capa- 
Fo | | City 
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eity kei is repreſented as a Prophet and Teach- 


er ſent from God, by whom He was pleaſed 


to reveal his Will to Mankind. 


And from what has been already ſaid of ie, 


we ſee, tis ſuch a Method, as, according to our 
own N otions, is ſuitable to che Nature and Dig- 
nity of God, and the Nature, Neceflity and Im- 
perfection of Mankind, and as ſuch a moſt 
natural and effectual Means of bringing them 
to eternal Life. 

But there is another part of his Mediato- 
rial Office, in which He was to act for Sin- 
ners with God, in order to their Reconcili- 


ation to him: And that which he was to 


do on their Part, the Scripture tells us, was, 
to offer Sacrifice to God for their Sins, as an 
Expiation or Atonement for them. 


"And the Sacrifice he was to offer for this 


Purpoſe was his own. Life. 

As He was ſent to take our Nature upon him, 
ſo God fore-knew, how Mankind would deal 

with him, what Indignities they would treat 

bim with, and. what Death they would put 


him to: And upon his Submiſſion to under- 


go all this for our Sakes, that he might here- 

by reconcile us to God, God was pleaſed to 
accept of his Blood fo offered up, as a Sa- 

crifice of Propitiation for the Sins of all, that 

would come unto God by him, in Aſſurance 
the Favour of God through bim. 
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far) 
In teſtimony of his Acceptance of our 
Saviour's Sacrifice, He raiſed him from the 


Dead, and ſet him at his own Right Hand; 


where he continues with the Father, as our 


/ Advocate to make Interceſſion for us, by. 

ſenting his crucified Body before the Throne 
of God, as a continual Memorial, as it were 
of what he ſuffered, as a Propitiation for 


us, according to the Covenant between his 
Father and him. 

And on this Account he is repreſented in 
Scripture as our High Prieſt, becauſe as it 
was the Office of the High Prieſt under the 


Law of Moſes, in publick Expiations to pre- 
+ ſent the Blood of the Sacrifice offered by the 


People, before the Mercy Seat of the Holy 
Temple; ſo our Saviour preſented his Blood 
or crucified Body before the Throne of God 
in Heaven, appealing thereby, as it were to 


God, for the Performance of his Mercy pro- 


miſed to Sinners thro' his Death, as a Propi- 
tiation for them. 
Theſe are the ſeveral Steps of our Saviour's 


Mediation, in order to the Reconciliation of 
Sinners to God: | 


And theſe he took, as the Scripture repre- 


ſents it, by way of Purchaſe, in Conſequence 
of a prior Covenant and Agreement berween 
the Father and him, 


What 


- 
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What this Covenant was, when made, and 
What the Conditions of it, is the next thing 
to be conſidered. . 
Ihhat there was a Covenant made between 
God the Father and our Saviour Chriſt, in 
order to the Redemption of Mankind, is to 
all Intents and Purpoſes as plain, as if it were 
ſet forth in Form. | 
For when one Party propoſes any Advan- 
tage to another on certain Terms and Condi- 
tions to be performed; if that other accepts 


the Offer, and ſubmits to the Conditions, this 


is as clear a Covenant as poſſible. 

And if God the Father appointed Jeſus 
Chriſ# to come into the World for our Sal- 
vation, on a certain Motive offered to him, 
and on certain Conditions required of him, 
which our Saviour accepted, and ſubmitted 


to, is not this to all Intents and Purpoſes a 


| po Covenant, or Agreement between the 
ather and Him? And does not God by 
this way of treating with our Saviour, as much 
put himſelf under gen of - Juſtice to 
33 what he promiſes on the Condition 
ulfilled, as we do, when we declare our Co- 
venants (by Bond or Indenture) with one a- 
nother ? And if our Saviour has performed 
What was required of him by the Father, 
Has He not the ſame Right to what the Fa- 
ther has promiſed, as we have to thoſe _ 
Fe. | 8 
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Venant offered by God, and accep 


4 
that we ov purchaſe wick a Pride, and in the 
fame Manner? 


And when we are told in $eripears that 


our Saviour took the Work of our * 4 
tion on him, not only in Obedience to his 
ther's Will and Commandment, Fob. v. 1 
vi. 3, 8, — vii. 16. but alſo on the Con- 
ſideration of a Motive offered to him, which 
is call'd The Joy that was ſet before Him, 
which implies ſome Joy that he had not, and 
conld not have, but on the Condition requit d 
of him; does not this neceſſarily imply a Co- 
ted by Chriſt, 
as the conditional Means E our Reconci. 
liation with God? Nothing can be plainer I 
think, than this. 

When this Covenant was made between 
God, and our Saviour, we are not particu- 
larly told: But in general it is ſaid, that it 
was before the Foundation of the World, 


upon the eternal Fore-knowledge of God, how 


Mankind would act after they ſhould be crea- 


ted, what Miſeries they would bring them- 


ſelves into, and what Remedy they would 


want in time to come. 


This the Scripture teaches in ſeveral places, 
1 Pet. i. 18. Eph. i. 3, 4 


And St. Paul l tells us, Jil. j. 


2, 3. That before the Foundation of the 
World, the promiſe of eternal Life was made 


by God to be manifeſted in due time by the 


preach- 


- 


: 
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ching of the Goſpel : And to whom ſhould 
this Promiſe be made, but Him, who was, e- 
ven then, the appointed Inſtrument, and Mi- 

niſter, by whom this Goſpel was to be preach- 
ed, and thro' whom Mankind were to be in- 

ricled tothe Promiſe, even Feſus Chriſt? © 
For the Scripture repreſents Jeſus Cbriſt, 
as having had a Being before the Creation, 
That be was with God, and in Glory with 
him before the World ' was: And ſince he 
left all this Glory to come into the World, and 
do the Office of a Mediator between God 
and Man on Earth; and fince he is faid to 
do this in Submiſſion to his Father's Will, 
and for the Joy that was ſer before him, 
(that is, as I conceive, the Joy of being the In- 
ſtrument of ſo. much Good to Mankind) that 
we ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting Life ; 
Does not this naturally imply a Covenant be- 
tween God and our Saviour, even before the 
Creation, and what that Covenant was ? 
And does it not likewiſe imply, that our 
Saviour having performed what was required 
of him, as the. Condition on which God 
would be reconciled to Sinners, He has here- 
by. paid the Price of our Reconciliation, and 
in an eaſy, and intelligible Senſe has purchaſed 
our Redemption for us? 

And in this Senſe He is truly ſaid in Sori 
ture to have bought us with a Price, which, 
tho it was not with Silver, and Gold, or 

—— 7 Cor- 
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corruptible things, yet it was with a Price 


of the higheſt Nature, and inconceivable Va- 


lue, beyond all things of this lower World, 
namely, by his putting off the Form of God, 
to put on the Form of a Servant, and leaving 
the Glories of Heaven to live meanly and diſ- 
honourably on Earth, and at laſt die in Shame 
and Miſery, as he did. | 

And this, I ſay, fince he was content to do, 
That we ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting 
Life, we are ſtrictly, and without Figure ſaid 
to be bought, and redeemed by him. 

And this, I think, is the whole of the 
Scripture Notion of it: 1 397 

And if ſo, this will teach us how we are 
to underſtand the next Point to be explained, 
namely, That we have Redemption thro? 


his Blood. 


But before I proceed to this, I think it 
roper to make ſome Obſervations on what has 
— ſaid for the farther Illuſtration of this 
Doctrine of our Redemption, and the clear- 
ing it from its uſual Miſrepreſentations. 


"4 
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An 04j 1 tonf ſdered from God's 
 Fore-fght of the Sin of Man. 


TN the firſt Place I. have ſhewn; that the 
1 Gofpel' Scheme of our Redemption was 
laid by God, and tranſacted with Chriſt be- 
fore the World was made; upon the certain 
Fore-knowledge'/ of the futute Actions of 
Mankind, and the Miſeries the World would 
bring themſelves into. Now this is Matter of 
t Aſtoniſnment to us, That God ſhould 
eſte all this before they were created, and 


yet notwithſtanding this He ſhould vouch- 


fafe to give Being to ſuch an ungrateful Race 
of Monſters, as he knew they would prove: 
But much more that he ſhould 'contrive be- 
forehand this wonderful Method of theit Re- 
demption by Chriſt, all which might have 
bebe 1 barely by their not being 
reared 25 

Borchis W is owing only to our 
Ignorant of the Reaſon and End of God's 
Operations, It is a certain Truth that God 
is Wiſe and Good, and cannot do any thing 
but what is beſt to be done. And there- 
| that he decreed to create and redeem _ 
the World, notwithſtanding the diſmal Pro- 
ſpect he had before him, was what he had 


: 3 . wile and good Reaſons oe And we muſt 


conceive in general, * it was better to be ſo 


5 3 
492700 
than otherwiſe, tho we poor ſhort-ſighted 
Creatures are not able to account for it, who 


know no more of his Deſigns, than juſt what 
relates to ourſelves. Won 


* 


All that we are concerned in is the Fat 
itſelf, whether our Redemption was the Work 


of God: And if we have ſufficient Aſſu- 


rance of this from the Authority of Chriſt, 
who was ſent from God to reveal it to us, 
and work our Redemption for us, we. have 
enough, and perhaps all that is poſſible for, 


us to comprehend: And therefore we muſt 
not be ſtartled at any Difficulties ariſing from 


what we do not or cannot know, to doubt 
of our Redemption by Chriſt, when we have 


all the Evidence of it poſſible that the Na- 


ture of the thing will bear. If from the 
Fore- knowledge of God we can doubt of the 
Redemption, we have the ſame Reaſon to 
doubt of the Creation of the World; for there 
is the ſame Objection to Both, as either, that 
is, * are equally ignorant of the Reaſon of 

And when we ask a Reaſon why God de- 
creed our Redemption before we were made, 


when he knew how we would act after our 


Creation, this is in effect only to ask why he 


made us Free Agents, capable of finning; and. | 


why. he did not prevent our acting accord- 
ing to our Natutes. | coat 
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And if we do not think it teafonable to 
doubt of our Creation, becauſe God has made 
us free, which Freedom we have, and which 
he fore-knew we would abuſe, we have much 
leſs Reaſon to doubt our Redemption on this 
Account: For all that believe a God, be- 
lieve Him to be Good, and when Sin had 
brought the World into Miſery, there could 
be no greater act of Goodneſs, and therefore 
nothing more worthy of God, than to offer 
them proper Means of Relief. | 
And if this was fit for a Good God to do, 
it was eternally fit for Him to decree, that 
m ſhould be done, whenever the Neceſ- 
fities of Mankind ſhould call for it, as He 
from all Eternity fore-knew they would. 


A miſtaken Notion of the Redemp- 
Tiion by Chriſt confuted. 


"ECONDLY from what has been ſaid, 
we are taught how to regulate our No- 
tions of the Part, which our Saviour acted 
in this Affair, and which I doubt is too often 
miſtaken and miſrepreſented, tho it is of great 
Importance to' be rightly underſtood. For 
according to this Scheme of our Redemption 
by Chriſt, it- appears to be quite another 
thing than it is uſually thought to be. : 


* | | Ac- 


F 
According to this Scheme it is ſaid to be 


the ſole Contrivance of God the Father, and 


our Saviour is only the Inſtrument, by whom 
it was executed according to God the Father's 
Appointment. And tho this is evidently the 
Scripture Doctrine, yet I doubt this 1s not 
the general Notion received by Chriſtians. . 
It is a common thing with Chriſtians in 
ere of this Subject to repreſent our Re- 
lemption, as ariſing from a kind of Contraſt 
or Struggle between the Juſtice and Goodneſs 
of God z Juſtice calling for Vengeance, and 
Goodneſs for Mercy towards Sinners. Upon 
which our Saviour is repreſented, as interpo- 
ſing and offering himſelf ro God, as a Me- 
diaror for Mankind, to ſatisfy his Vindic- 
tive Juſtice, that there might be room for 
Mercy to take Place. 
This is a common Scheme of our Redemp- 
tion by Chriſt : But tis all Invention, and 
Romance, neither founded on Reaſon, nor 
Scripture ; for it does not appear to me from 
either of them, that any Len Attribute, as 


Vindictive Juſtice, conſidered as a Deſire to 


execute Vengeance can reaſqpably be aſcri- 

bed to God. - | 
Thus much is certain and allowed by all, 
that God is a Holy Being, that hates Iniquity ; 
and as He has given us Laws to walk by, 
fo He expects that we live according to 
them, and whatever Means ate neceſſary to 
C 2 in- 
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ingage us to do this, His Holineſs, Wiſdom, 
and Goodneſs incline Him to: And by Con- 
ſequence ſo far as the Puniſhment of Sinners 
is neceſſary to this End, ſo far his Holineſs, 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs will always incline 
him to puniſh Sinners. 
And 1n the Execution of Puniſhment, as 
his Holineſs, Wiſdom and Goodneſs will re- 
quire that he do it righteouſly and impar- 
tially; ſo this we call Punitive, or if you pleaſe 
VindiQtive Juſtice. * And we conceive, that 
God is always n to act 
thus, whenever his Holineſs, Wiſdom, and 
Goodneſs require him to puniſh Sinners. 
But to imagine that there is any ſuch At- 
tribute in God, as thirſts, if I may ſo ſpeak, 
after Vengeance, and delights in giving Pain 
and Sorrow in the way of Puniſhment to Sin- 
nets, without regard to Wiſdom and Good- 
neſs, is what I don't find any Foundation for 
either in Nature, or Scripture. 
The Scripture repreſents God under a quite 
different Character, as a God flow to Anger, 
Patient and Long-ſuffering, forgiving Iniqui- 
ty, Tranſgreſſion, and Sin; that does not 
willingly afflict Ur grieve his Children, or de- 
light in the Death of a Sinner. And when- 
ever he puniſhes, it is ſaid to be his ſtrange 
Work, tat is, a Work that He is averſe to, 
And therefore when He executes Judgment, 
2 my oh 
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it is only as a Means of doing Good, in the 
Reformation or Diſcouragement of Sin, and the 


Preſervation of Government, and good Order, 
as neceſſary to ſome particular End of his 
Wiſe and Good Providence: And therefore I 
cannot but think ſuch a Repreſentation of 
Cod to be unworthy of Him, and highly 
diſhonourabſe ro Him. 

And ſo in like Manner when our Aston is 
repreſented as interpoſing, as it were, as a 
Mediator to reconcile the two jarring Artri-' 
butes,” by offering Satisfaction to the Juſtice 
of God, that He might be enabled to ſhew 
Mercy to Sinners, this is likewiſe ſo wild and 
whimfical a Notion, that I cannot but won- 
der how it could come into any one's Head 
that knows any thing of the Nature of God; 
but much more of the Scripture, where this 
Wife and Gracious Diſpenſation of Mercy, by 
the Mediation of Chriſt, is ſet forth to us 
throughout the whole Book; 28 owing only 
to the Riches of the Free Grace of God the 
Father. | 

For is it not ben aid that our Redemp 
tion by Chriſt is God's Gift, and the Effect 7 
bis Love. wherewtth he loved us, that in Apes 


to come be might ſhow the abundant Riches o of 


bis Grace in bis Kindneſs to us through Chriſt : 
Eph: ii. 4, &c. And is not Gad faid ta have 


reconciled the World unto Himſelf by Feſus 


Chrift ? 1 Cor. v. 18. And is it not ſaid that 
C 3 Chriſt 
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Chriſt | was. ſent, by the Father to ſcek and ta 
fowe that which was | , and that God gave 
btm out of. his: Love to the World, that. all = 
believe. in Hin Jrould mt periſh, but have 
: everlaſting bfe? Joh. iii. 16. 
And wp it is true, that 75 Chriſt; is made 
the Inſtrument and tor thro' whom, 
od was pleaſed to be , reconciled to Man- 


to, Man- 
kind, and cis faid Ad. ane for, hy Sake God, 25 
orgiven 1* yet this is not ſo to Drs | 
ſtood, as if by his Intetpoſition he had — 
vailed with God to do what he was not chert 


ether diſpoſed. to do: Na, on the contrary, che 
Effect 


whole Contriyance is ſald to be the 


of his Lo e ri only, and what our 


Saviour did, was only ig Compliance with his 
Father's Will and Appointmemt, as it was God's 
Will and 105 8 149 90 ake Hi, Humi 
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When he ſubmitted to dye for us, it was 
_ becauſe he was ſent to be 4 Frepdiation for 
"our "Sins, 1 John iv. 104 

And when he ſhed his Blood upon the 
Croſs, does he not call it the Cup that bis Fa- 
ther had given him to drink? and does he not 
expreſſiy ſay, that he ſubmitted to ic in Reſig- 
nation to his Father's Will; not my Will, but 
thine be done? 

And does not St. Paul tell- us, that our Sa- 


viour's enduring the Croſs, and deſpifing the 
Shame of his Crucifixion was not, as a Motive 
to incline God to ſhow Mercy to Mankind, 


but it was ſubmitted to by him on the Con: 
ſideration of a Motive offer d to him by God 
che Father, which is called The Foy that was 
ſet before Him. . Heb. xii. 2. 
And is not our ' Juſtification by his Blood 
aſcribed to rhe Jos Grace of God ?. Eph. i, 
> oh 
5 And that we hows any Benefit by his Re- 


ſurrection, is it not imputed expreſſly to the 


abundant Mercy of God to us? 1 Pet. i. 3. 


And is not our Adoption into the Number 


of God's Children by Chriſt aid to be owing 
only to God the Father, v predeſiinated us 
to it, according to the good Pleaſure of bis Will, 
to the Praiſe and Glory of bis Grace, wherein 
he bas: PE us in 1. beloved * Eph. i. 
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Nov from all this you ſee, that the whole 
Scheme of our Redemption by Chriſt was the 
Work and Contrivance of God the Father, 
without any other Motive to it but his own 
inherent Goodneſs: And that the Efficacy of 
What our Saviour has done towards it is ow- 
wg only to his chearful Compliance with the 

ill of God the Father appointing it, as the 
Condition of our Reconciliation with him. 

T would not be thought by any one to ſay 
POOP in Derogation to the Honour of our Sa- 
viour in this Work: God forbid, that I or any 
one ſhould admit a Thought, that tends to 
leſſen what he has done for us. 

I magnify and adore his Goodneſs, and can 
never be ſufficiently grateful for his Love, that 
he has condeſcended to be the Inſtrument of 
ſo much Good to me, and to the World: 
But I do not think it any Diminution to his | 
Honour, not to aſcribe that to Him, which 
the Scripture does not afcribe to Hitt, and 
which pies not aſſume to himſelf: 

He Jevlires himſelf to be only the Wb 
tor of his Father's Will. Jabn v. 30.— vi. 38. 
And it was a wonderful Condeſcenſion in him, 
Who was with God, and in the Form of' God, 
and in Glory e him, to empty himſelf of 
all this; to put off this Form of God to be 
made Man, to leave his heavenly Glory to be 
made of no Reputation upon Earth, to lead 
a miſerable Lite, and at laſt die a ſhameful 
wor Tos Death, 
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Death, that we might live thro' him. Ag 
this, I ſay, was an amazing Inſtance of his 
Love and Goodneſs to us, to ſubmit ſo chear- 
fully to this aſtoniſhing Humiliation for our 
fake; ſo we owe him all Love and Gratitude, 
all Duty and Obedience poſſible: And as all 
the ſeveral Steps of his Humiliation were ap- 

inted by God, and fulfilled by Chriſt, as the 
Price and Purchaſe: of our Redemption, we 
ought thankfully to acknowledge his Goodneſs 
in his Mediation for us: And if we receive him 
for our Redeemer, and only Mediator, if we 
ſubmit to him, as his Purchaſe, and hope for 
Pardon and Acceptance only thro' him, endea- 
vouring to glorify him with our Bodies, and 
with our Spirits, which are his, this is all 
the Scripture requires of us; and with theſe 
Qualifications we ſhall not be diſappointed: of 
the Benefit of that ee ow He has 
Eee for us. 
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An Obſection 4 5 relating to the 
pre-exiftent Nature of Chriſt. 


THIRDLY, from what has been ſaid, 


we cannot but obſerve, That fince the 


Redemption of Mankind was the Contrivance 
of God the Father, which he determined 


ſhould be executed by Jeſus Chrift ; and ſince 


Feſus Chriſt undertook this Work in Obedi- 


ence 


| (26) 
- ence to his | Father's Will, and Command- 
ment, ſubmitting to leave the Glory he had 
with the Father before the World was, to 
take upon him our Nature from a Promiſe 
made of our Redemption thro' his Blood 
Med far us, as our Mediator, aid on the Con- 
| fideration of a Motive offered, viz. a Joy that 
Was ſet before him, which Joy he had not, 
and could not have but on the Condition re- 
quired of him we cannot but obſerve, I fay, 
Fhat this carries an Appearance of two diſtinct 
Beings of diſtinct Wills and bene ens 
ſeparately and diftintly. 
Por it reptetents' Feſius Chriſt to us, as a 
diſtin} Perſon covenanting with the Father, 
and not only receiving 'Promiſes from him, 
but as ſent by him, which ſeems to imply 
that He was a ſeparate and diſtinct Being 
from: him, that ſent him: Nay farther, that 
He was ſent not to do his own Will, but the 
Father's, and therefore that he had not only 
a Will of bis own in Contradiſtinction to 
His ' Father's Will; but was alſo in a ſtate of 
Inferiority and Subjection to the Father; and 
all this before he came into the World: 
Andi ſince! He was to leave the Glory he had 
with the Father, to come down upon the 
Earth, this ſeems. likewiſe, to imply that he 
was not only a different Being from the Fa- 
ther, as he could be parted from him to be- 


come Incarnate; but alſo chat he was not a 
"SRO 5 | ne- 
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neceflary and immutable Being, and there- 
fore that he had a Nature inferior to God, 
becauſe God cannot be capable of Change 
or Diminution: And ſince we know no Me- 


dium between God and Creature, it ſeems na- 


tural to conclude from theſe Repreſentations, 
that as our Saviour had a Being before he 
came into the World, ſo be had a created 
Nature, in reſpect of which all cheſe things 
muſt be underſtood to be ſpoken of him. 
This 1 5 an Objection often made, and muſt 
appear to every impartial Reader at, firſt 
Sight, and it may not be amiſs to conſider 
what Account we are able to give of this, as 
ir is a Difficulty of very great Moment. 
Nowy in anſwer to it, I think it very 
liccle to the Purpoſe to alledge,. That the 
Scriptures ſpeak. of him, as God in his pre- 
exiſtent, State. I, don't deny, that they do, 
555 1 — * not be thought to doubt his 
ivinity even in the ftrigeſt Meaning of the 
Word. But yet tis very plain, that the In- 
ſtances. before. given, are as full a Proof of a 


| created Nature, as any can be given of his Divi- 


nity, and how, to reconcilę them is the Diffi- 
culty. The Scripture is plain in Both, and 
muſt be equally true in Both, and nothing 
can reconcile the Difficulty, but ſome Notion; 
that, will ſhow us how He might be both 
God. and Creature at ag ſame noe, before 
he came into the World. WED 
- | 


0 28 FM 
And for this Purpoſe, I defire it may — 
obſerved, that as our Saviour aſter he ap 
ed in the World was Man, as well as God, ts 
certain, he had a human Soul, as other Men 
have. And 'tis a reaſonable Queſtion, whe- 
ther that Sos did not exiſt, carte He took: 
# Body. l 
Dale Voetreatt ew it TR” an Wachen 
nion long before our Saviour's Time, that "1 
Souls pre-exift their Bodies: And no Man 
eam deny the Poſſibility of it: Tis plain, 
that a Soul may be capable of exiſting as well 


pbefote it has a Body, as after it is ſeparated 
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from its by Death. 

And if it be poſſible, that alt Souls may 
pre-exiſt t their Bodies, it muſt be poſſible, and 
may be true for wel thing we know to t 
contrary, That dur 'Saviour's Soul did pre- 
exiſt his Body; that is, That he exiſted in his 
intellectual Part before rh Had a butan 
Body. 384 u. (19% 

And 16 fa, fince no Main Bean (in out 
Days) that his human intellectual Part or Soul 
was à created Subſtance, | it is thence certain, 
that if he exiſted in his human Soul, he had 
4 cteated Nature before he took a Body. 
Thus far we __ wil a certain Bot- 
tom. 

g And if ſo, ty it not be reaſonable (as 1 

am ſure it cannot be Hereſy) to conceive, 
That all thoſe Expreſſions, which relate to 
Him, 


( 29) 


by EY Him, and betoken a ſeparate, inferior, de- 
ear. pendent Agent, ſent from the Glory he had 
LEE, with the Father to become Man, and per- 
Ken form the Work of our Redemption, in Obe- 
he- dience to his Father's Commandment, are all 
50k ſpoken of Him, as exiſting in his intellectual 
THE Part, or human Soul ; and therefore as a cre- 


ated Being, in which Reſpect only tis poſſible 

that they can be applied to Him? And when 

He is called by St. Tobn T he Logos, may it not 

be a reaſonable Queſtion, whether this muſt 

not be underſtood of him, in reſpect of his 
human Soul? For 'tis certain, that the Lo- 

gos was a dem uſed by the Heathens, to C 
expreſs the human Soul, when ſpoken i in 
Contradiſtinction to the Body * 

And we are not without Reaſon to think, 

this might be the Meaning of the Evange- 

liſt in that place, becauſe we are by Euſebius 

told, that the Reaſon of his writing that Goſ- 

pel was, to ſhew, in Oppoſition to the E- — 4 
bionites and Cerintbians of thoſe Days, that | 
our Saviour had a Being, before he was con- 
ceived of the Virgin, contrary to what was 
maintained by them. 

And if when St. John tells us, that the La- 
ges was made Fleſh, Ch. i. v. 14. he means, as 
doubtleſs he does, that He was made Man, it 


81 ſeems to follow naturally, that the Logos was 
ye, 
to dee the Appendix | 
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we * Soul of Chriſt, which became 
Man by being united to a human Body. For 
a human Body is not a Man, whilſt without 
a Soul: And if the Logos by taking a human 
Body became Man, it is not eaſy to conceive 
how this can be, unlefs he wis the Soul of 
that Body. 

It is no Objection to this, as I ſaid before; 
That the Lagos is called God, for this Joes 
not neceffarily imply, that He was God, as 


Out Saviour; whew on Earth, tho Mati, 
is called God; and was God no doubt, but 
not as Man: He was God only in reſpect of 


the Deity, that dwelt in him, was united to 


him, and one with him, and acted in him, 
and by him. | 

And if fo, by the fame Reaſoti, and in the 
fame Manner, however it was, and ſime Senſe, 
if we ſuppoſe the Father united to the Logos, 
and acting in, and by him; before He took Fleſh, 
as He did after He took Fleſh, the Logos was 
God in the very ſameSenſe, that the Man Chriſt 
Fefus was, and for the ſame Reffon, 
And it can be no Derogation to the Di- 
vinity of Chriſt, to believe; that He, tho a 
Creature, was called God, and was God in 
the ſame Senſe; before Ele co Fleſh, chat 
He Was aſter wards, 

Before he took Fleſh, He was God, and 
Logos, and after He rook F 5 He was God, 


8 and 
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and Man. The Godhead is the ſame under 


both Diſtinctions. | 

And tho' neither the Logos fimply as a 
Creature, nor the Man Chr: 2 as Man, 
can be properly called God, in his own pro- 
per Nature; yet conſidered as united to the 
Godhead of che F ather, he may in both 
Reſpects be properly called God by the Fa- 
ther's Godhead, which is called in the Nicene 
Creed, God of God. 

All the moft ſtrictly Orthodox Divines a- 
gree, that the Father is Fons Deitatis, the 
Fountain from whence the Son and Holy 
Spirit derive their Divinity. 

And this Notion lets us into the Manner 


how: Whether it will be acceptable, I cannot 
tell, but it ſeems to be conſiſtent both with 


Scripture and Reaſon, and wilt not only Ac- 
count for the Difficulties we are otherwiſe 
perplexed with, but alſo make the Doctrine 
of our Redemption by Chriſt, as likewiſe his 
Divinity, very eaſy and intelligible to ordina- 
i Capacities. 


This I thought proper to be conſidered in 


this place, and I leave ir, as a Problem un- 
determined. I wilt only take Notice of one 
thing farther, which is, that if it be any Diffi- 


culty to any one to underſtand, how God 


can be faid to dwell in, to be united to; and 
ack in and by the Lagos, or human Soul of 


Chriſt, 


"1 
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Chriſt, before he had a Body, let him con- 


| ” yneel ſider, that we are not T0 underſtand the Man- 


ner how things are: But yet if we reflect 
on what the Scripture tells us, of the Angels 


of God, that they are as a flaming Fire, that 


is, that they are probably encompaſſed with 
4 material Vehicle of Light, cloathed (as 

in the Scripture Phraſe) with Light, as with 
24 a. Garment And if all Spirits be of the ſame 
Nature, it is no Improbability to ſuppoſe, that 
the human Soul of Chriſt in his pre-exiſt- 
ent State might be cloathed with a like lu- 
minous Vehicle with the Angels: And if fo, 


there is no Difficulty 1 in apprehending, chat 
God might unite himſelf to him in that lu- 


minous Body, as he did afterwards in his hu- 
man Body: In reſpect of which Union, how- 
ever it was, He might as well be called God, 


when Logos, as He afterwards was in the hu- 
man Body: And it is eaſily intelligible, how it 
might be ſaid, as it is by St. John, that the 
Logos was north God, and was God, at the. ſame 


time, tho" not in the ſame reſpect ; and this 
without Art or critical Evaſion. 

But how plauſible ſoever this Notion 
may appear, I offer it only as an Expedi- 
ent to account for thoſe Exprefſions, which 
we meet with all along throughout the whole 
Scripture, by which our Saviour appears to be 
a ſeparate, diſtin, inferior, dependent, and 
Dan created Being: And as has is a 

tum- 
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Stumbling-Block to many good Men, other2 
wiſe well diſpoſed to Chriſtianity, ſo if this 
can be removed in ſuch a way, as is not in- 
conſiſtent with any other Doctrine revealed 
in the Goſpel, it is ſo far a Service to the 
Cauſe of Chriſt. | 

And this Notion, I ſay, I have here propo- 
ſed as an Expedient for this Purpoſe, as it 
ſeems to give us an eaſy Account of theſe 
Expreſſions, and make the Doctrine of our 
Redemption by Chriſt and his Divinity intel- 


ligible. 


The Trinity intelligibly explained. 


ND if the ſame Notion be applied to 
the Holy Spirit, who tho' He be ſpoken 
of in Scripture under ſuch Exprefſions as be- 


token his being very God, yet he is in o- 


ther Places repreſented, as a diſtin Being 
acting ſeparately. from the Father, and the 
Son, and not only in a State of Inferiority to 
both, but as doing what cannot be done by 
God: If this Notion, I ſay, be applied to him, 

and if he may be conſidered, as having two 
Natures, that is, a created united to the Di- 
vine Nature, and that God dwelt in him, and 
acted in and by him, as He did in and by Je- 
fus Cbriſt, however that was, this, I think, 
will give us an eaſy Apprehenſion of the 
5 D Tri- 
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| Trinity, which has ſo long puzzled Mankind, 
and rid us of a great many Difficulties, which 
attend that Doctrine, as it is uſually explain- 
ed by Divines, and that without giving up 
any thing, that the Scripture has revealed 
concerning it: For all that the Scripture teaches 
is, That tho' there is but one true God the 
Father, who is the only true God, Fobn xvii. 3. 
Vet the Son and Holy Spirit have the ſame God- 
head, and are one and the fame God with him: 
From whence it follows, as the Nicene Creed 
explains it, that they are God by the Father's 
Godhead: And if the Notion here propoſed 
will make this intelligible, and at the fame | 
time account for all thoſe Expreſſions, by 
which both the Son and Spirit are repreſent- 
<d, as having a created Nature, and thereby 
neceffarily ſeparate. ahd dependent Beings 4 
themſelves, aſcribing to them ar the ſame time 
every Divine Character, Attribute and Ope- 
ration, that the Scripture afcribes ro them, 
and in the ſtricteſt Scripture Senſe and Mean- 
ing of them, what can be deſired more? And 
whether it does this or not, I leave to ay 
one's impartial Judgment. 

But ſtill I defire the Reader to member, 
that I offer this only as a Notion, that I think 
roper to ſolve a Difficulty, which if it can 

as conveniently ſolved without it, I am 
r n 
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The Merit and SatiefaBbim of chriſt 


expla ined. 


"OURTHLY, if what TR bonk ſaid be 
2 true Account of our Redemption by 
Chriſt, this will teach us how to regulate our 
Notions of his Merit and Satisfaction, which 
are fo much talk'd of by Divines, and which 
not only weak Chriſtians, but even leatned 
Men are puzzled to give a reaſonable ac- 
count of. 

As} for the former of theſe, His Merit, 
we all know, that according to the Notions 
of all the World, when a Perſon does any 
thing, be it what it will, as a Condition of 
any Benefir, or Privilege promiſed, He has a 
Right to the thing promiſed, ſo far as he has 
performed the Conditions required. 

And therefore when Jeſus Chrift is conſi- 
dered, as having done what God required of 
him for our Redemption, He is truly ſaid to 
have merited it of God, and may claim it 
as his Right and Due: This, I think, all Par- 
ties muſt agree in. 

And in the ſame Manner, and for the ſame 


Reaſon our Saviour may be ſaid to have made 


Satisfaction for Sinners, having done all that 
God required for their Pardon on his Part, 
and what God ts pleaſed to accept, as a Sa- 


eee 
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This is a Notion that every one under- 
ſtands, and every one muſt likewiſe agree in, 
and ſo far theſe Words may, be of Uſe in the 
Explication of the Doctrine of our Redemp- 
tion: But when Diſputes are raiſed about 
them, they ought to be rejected, as vain and 
unprofitable, if not worſe. For theſe Ex- 
preſſions are not found in Scripture, but are 
only the Inventions of Men; and therefore 
as no Doctrines of Salvation can be built 
upon them, ſo Chriſtians ought not to be 
perplexed, and diſturbed with them. 
A Merit of Covenant or Promiſe is plainly 
taught in Scripture: And provided we believe 
that God is reconciled to Sinners by what 
Chriſt has done, and ſuffered for us, as a 
Price which God is pleaſed to accept, for 
their Redemption, we believe enough for 
our Purpoſe, as to the Merit of Chriſt, and 
as much as the Scripture tells us. And in this 
Senſe we may uſe the Words Merit and Satiſ- 
faction ſaſely, but farther than this I conceive 
we ought not to go. But I would not be here 
.underſtood, as if I thought the Merit and Sa- 
tisfaction of Chriſt, even in this Senſe, did 
not receive a vaſt Addition of Value from the 
Dignity of his ſacred Perſon ; the Glory and 

Happineſs he left in Heaven, and the Miſe- 

ries he underwent on Earth: It was an a- 

.mazing Condeſcenſion in him to put off the 
Form of God, and leave his Heavenly Glory 
Ti þ and 
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(37) | 
and Happineſs to lead a miſerable Life, and 
die a ſhameful and accurſed Death, as a Ran- 
ſom for a finful World, that they ſhould not 


on but have everlaſting Life: And that 


e ſhould ſubmit to all this, chearfully en- 


during the Croſs, and deſpiſing the Shame, 


for the Joy that was ſet before him, the Joy 
of being the Inſtrument of ſo much Good to 
Mankind, &s an aſtoniſhing Inſtance of his 
Love; and Goodneſs : But yet this is only a 
Circumſtance. The real Merit of our Re- 
demption does not reſt on this, according to 
the Scripture Account of it, biſt on his Per- 
formance of what God the Father required 
to be done, and ſuffered by him, as the Price 
of it: And the Value of the Price is not ma- 
terial, ſo long as God is pleaſed to appoint and 
accept it. 
For tho God has a Right to puniſh Sinners, 
yet he may recede from that Right on what- 
ever Terms his Wiſdom ſees fit: And ſince 
our Saviour has fulfilled the Terms required 
of him, as the Price which he was to pay 
for our Redemption, he has thereby purcha- 
ſed, and merited our Redemption for us, 
without regard to what he was, or what he 
. with, or the Sufferings He under went 
or it. 

The contrary to this, I am very ſenſi- 
ble, has been currently maintained, and 
taught by the general _ of Divines, upon 


i 
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4 Notlon, I think, cool eafily received, and 
taken for granted by them, That a Creature 
cannot merit: And therefore nothing muſt be 
allowed to merit our Redemption, or 1 
Satisfaction for us, but Gd. 
But I humbly conceive that this Notions 
2 falle owl groundleſs. | 


He 0 4 Creature "ar merit. 


1 


OR: a it be aue that a Ge 
0 conſidered” as a Creature, can do nothin: 
officient to merit the Pardon of Sin from God, 
ſo as to claim it as his Right and Due: Vet 
a Creature may wet oy God 8 Appulnaticie 
and Promiſe. 

We our aer can merit the Rewards that 
God has promiſed, ſo far as we can perform 
the Condition of thoſe Promiſes, and in ſuch 
Caſe the Rewards are not of Grace, but 
Debs, And as God has promiſed Pardon up- 
on our ——— ſo if we do repent, we 
have 4a Right to our Pardon, by Vertue of 
that Promi and God is Faithful and Juſt to 


: — us our Sins. 

Nay, even the Sacrifice of the Blood of 
Bulls and Goats could merit Pardon, and 
make Atonement ſor ſuch Sins, as they were 
appointed for: But as the Merit of ſuch. Sa- 
CIOS * only on God's Appoint- 


+- ment 


1a 
re 
be 
ke 


(39) 
ment-and Acceptance of them, ſo their Me- 
rit could go no farther, than God was pleaſed 
to appoint and accept them. Twas his Ap- 
pointment and Acceptance of them, that gave 
them their Merit: And therefore as they 
were appointed for legal Offences ofly; fo they 
were of no uſe towards the Pardon of any 


other Sins, but thoſe which the Law of Mt | 


bad appointed them, as an Atonement for. 


And if they could atone for thoſe Sins by. 
God's Appointment, why not for all, if God 
had appointed they ſhould do ſo? But God” 
did not think fit to appoint this, but reſerved 
it for our Saviour Chriſt, who, tho' he were 
ſuppoſed to be a mere Creature, yet if he 


15 has! performed what God appointed, and re- 


quired of him, as the Condition and Price 


of our Redemption, He has thereby merit- 


ed it of God, and has a Right to it; and 
what he hath done is a full, perfect, and ſuf- 
ficient Satisfaction for us. — 

This I think is plain to Demonſtration, and 
as tis the Scripture Notion of the Merit and 
Satisfaction of Chriſt, ſo it is intelligihle to 
every Underſtanding : And as this Notion 
lays all Chriſtians under the ſtrongeſt Obliga- 
tions poſſible to our Saviour for what he has 


done for us, and gives him all the Honour, 


that the Scripture aſcribes to him, for the 
Share. be has had in our Redemption, as our 
Mediator : So it does not derogate from the 
PLE D 4 Obli. 


. 
Obligation we have to God the Father for 
his abundant Love ard Goodneſs to us, in 
contriving this Method of Redemption for us, 
and graciouſly accepting what our Saviour has 
done, as a Means of our Reconciliation with 
8 234 44 250 


The Reaſon of a Mediator confidered. 


ASTLY, From what has heen faid of the 
Mediation of Chriſt, as the Method ap- 
lied by God for our Redemption, we may 
Nee take Occaſion to conſider the Objection 
that we frequently meet with in the Mouths. 
of Infidels ; Nhat need of a Mediator? 
But to this the Anſwer is eaſy and obvious: 
For that God is merciful, every one is natu- 
rally inclined to think, 'and by daily Expe- 
rlence finds. And if it be reaſonable to ſup- 
poſe that God might be willing to ſhew Mer- 
cy to the wicked World, is it not reaſonable 
to ſuppoſe, that ſome Terms and Conditions 
would be required of them, in order to their 
- Reconciliation to Him? And if fo, was it not 
reaſonable, that theſe Terms required, ſhould 
be made known, and proclaimed to the 
World ? And if fo, can it be a juſt Objec- 
tion to the Goſpel Diſpenſation, that in ſhew- 
ing Mercy to Sinners, God has thought fir 
to make Proclamation of it by a Perſon ap- 
pointed for this Purpoſe, as a Miniſter and 
a 5 Media; 


(4 
Mediator to tranſact this Affair in his Name? 
Do we think it reaſonable that Princes ſhould 
always tranſact their Affairs in Perſon, and 
would it be a proper Objection to the Wiſ⸗ 
dom of their Adminiſtration, that they act 
by the Miniſtry, and Mediation of others? 
Would it not be a high Preſumption in Sub- 
jects, who are in open Rebellion againſt their 
Prince, to expect that he ſhould come perſo- 
nally to treat with them, and offer Reconci- 
liation to them? And would it not be a ſau 
Inſolence in them to refuſe a Pardon from 
him, becauſe he does not bring it with his 
own Hands? And if it be fit for Princes to 
treat with their rebellious Subjects by the 
Miniſtry and Mediation of others, acting in 
their Name, how much more is it fit for the 
great and high God to act thus with Sin- 
ners? And if ſo, where is the Force of this 
Objection to the Redemption of Mankind by 
a Mediator ſent by God to Sinners to make 
known the Conditions of Mercy to them? 
But I ſuppoſe this Objection is chiefly in- 
tended againſt the Neceſſity of a Mediator on 
the part of Sinners, ſuch as the Scripture ſets 
forth Jeſus Chriſt to be, and as ſuch offering 
himſelf to die a Sacrifice for them, to re- 
concile their offended God ro them. If this 
be the thing the Objection aims at, then, 
when the Queſtion is asked, What need of a 
Mediator? the. Meaning of it is what = 


) 


of a Sacrifice in order to our Redemption? 


Gould we not be pardoned without this?: 
And if this be the Meaning of it, I think 
it ought to be a ſufficient Anſwer to it, if we 
ſhould ſay, we cannot tell; Tis enough, that 
we. know the Will of God: And ' tis impoſ- 
fible for us always to find out the Reaſons of 


Hoe l dap And yet . knowing 
t 


tis impoſſible for us to by with Cer» 
tainty, what need there was of this Diſpen- 


ſation of Pardon thro a Mediator. 


t nevertheleſs thus much is certain, chat 
allt World in all Ages and Nations before 
Chriſt, had a Notion of the Neceſſity of Sa- 
crifices of Expiation, in order to the Pardon 
of Sin, however they came by it: If 


had it from their own Reaſon, it would thence 


ſeem. to be a Dictate of Nature, however ca- 
villed at in our Days by the great Advocates 
far natural Reaſon. And if chey had it not 
from Reaſon, but Revelation, is not this a 
ſufficient Proof of the Neceſſity of ſuch Sa- 
crifices, that they are required, and command- 
ed by God? And if God commanded and re- 
uired them in ancient Times, can it be a juſt 
bection to Chriſtianity, that God has ap- 
pointed us ſuch a Sacrifice, as ſhall be ſuf- 
ficient for the Sins of all the World, and de- 
liver, us from all that Doubt and Uncertain- 
dich our Fore-fathers laboured under, 
to the Nature and Efficacy of thoſe Sacrj- 


| — they offered. But 
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But how difficult ſoever it may be for us, 
o give a certain and full Account of the 
ſon of this Diſpenſation of Mercy to Sin- 
ners by the Sacrifice of the Death of Chriſt, 
yet the Fitneſs of it to this End is not al- 
together above our Reaſon, and we have e- 
nough within our Reach to ſatisfy us, that 
it is a faithful Saying, and worthy of all Men 
to be believed. = ow 
But as this will fall in more properly in 
another Place, thicher I refer the Reader. 
I proceed now to conſider the next Point, 
which is, That we are redeemed thro” the 
Blood of - Chriſt, and what we are to under- 


count of it. 


- 


Bie Senſe -we are "redeemed by 
ron. Blood of Chriſt, 5 


'Y the Blood of Chriſt is meant the Death 

of Chriſt : And when we are faid to 
haye Redemption. thro” his Blood, I do not ap- 
ptehend, that we muſt neceſſarily ſuppoſe, that 
our Redemption was owing barely to his 
Dearh. er CEN 
For if we owe it to a Price paid for us, 
and if the Price paid for us was his chearful 
Submiſſion to the whole Courſe of Humiliation 
and Obedience, which was requir'd of him from 
his coming down from Heaven to his Death 


upon 


$7: © on. 
upon the Croſs, ſince it is plain, that he was 
ſent to declare the Will of God, as a Prophet, 
as well as offer his Blood for us, as a Sacri- 
fice, it ſeems to follow, that what he did as 
a Prophet was as much a Part of the Price 
paid for our Redemption, as what he ſuffer- 
ed on the Croſs : And he may as well be 
called our Redeemer in reſpect of what he 
has done by his preaching, to deliyer us from 
the Power and Dominion of Sin, as what he 
ſuffered by his Death to deliver us from the 
Puniſhment of it. en "> 
But if this be fo, how comes it to paſs, 
that thro' the whole New Teſtament our Re- 
demprion is ſo- particularly aſcribed to his 
Blood? It BF IQ) 
Now the Reaſon of this I conceive to be, 
becauſe his Death was the laſt thing required 
of him in order to our Redemption. where- 
by the Covenant between God and Him was 
fulfilled, and the Price of our Redemption 
T > ox" f 
And therefore when our Saviour gave up 
the Ghoſt, he ſaid, It is finiſhed, intimating 
to us, that by this laſt Act of his Obedience, 
called an Obedience unto Death, He had finiſhed 
the Work that was given him to do, Joh. xvii. 4. 
. RY N 1 
But the great and chief Reaſon might pro- 
bably be, that his Death was the principal 
Thing required of him, as it was Ne 
y 
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by God to be a Sacrifice of Propitiation for 
the Sins of the World. For tis expreſſly 
ſaid, that he was ſent for this End, that he 
might be a Propitiation for our Sins, 1 Joh. iv. 
10. | 

And that his Death was intended for a 
Sacrifice of Expiation in a ſtrict and liceral 
Senſe, 1s as plain as Words can expreſs; and 
one would think it impoſſible for a reaſon- 
able Man, that believes the New Teſtament, 
to doubt of it, whilſt he ſees our Saviour's 
Death repreſented there under all the facrifi- 
cial Characters uſed both by Fews and Gen- 
tiles. | 

When our Saviour is ſaid to be an Offer- 
ing for Sin — An Offering and a Sacrifice 0 
a ſweet ſmelling Savjour — And his Blood an 

onement and Propitiation for us; when he 
is called The Lamb ſlain to take away the Sins 
of the World —— And tts faid, _ be bas 
taken away Sin the Sacrifice of himſelf; 
when tis ld. = be bore — on 
body on the Tree — That we are reconciled 
by bis Death — That be has made Peace 2 
the Blood of his Croſs, which was ſhed for t 
Remiſjun of Sins, Can there be any thing plain- 
er than theſe Expreſſions? And muſt they all 
55 for nothing, and be all interpreted away 
y Metapbor without any Reaſon for it? 
I cannot think a ſtronger Argument can be 
urged againſt the Inſpiration of the Scripture, 
4 than 


© af 03 
than to ſay that theſe Phraſes do not betoken 
1 Sacrifice in a. literal And; proper Senſe. 
For if they are not to be underſtood: in their 
moſt plain, and natural Meaning, I cannot 
ſee how this Book can be ſaid to be writ by 
the Spirit of Truth, when it ſo manifeſtly, 
and unavoidably leads us into Error, and that 
in a Point of the higheſt Conſequence. 92 

And if we are to underſtand the Death 
of Chriſt according to the literal Meaning of 
theſe Expreſſions to be à real Sacrifice of 
Propitiation for the Sins of the World, tis 
no Wonder, that we are more particularly 
ſaid to be redeemed by that, as that was not 
only the laſt, but the principal Part of the 
Price paid for us, by which our Ranſom was 

not only compleated, but upon which i it did 

more: immediately depend. 

\ Why God was pleaſed to appoint this Me- 


| thod of our Redemption, fhall be conſidered 


by and by: All that I aim at at preſent is, 
to fix the Cerrainty of the Point, that accord- 
ing to the New Teſtament it was ſo. And 
according to this Notion, that which we are 
to underſtand by Redemption thro' the Blood 
of Chriſt is this, "nhanelh, that his Blood was of- 

fered up to God, as a publick Sacrifice of Expi- 
ation for the Sins of the World, as a Condi- 


. tion ION wm our Rederprivs, 
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The Mature f Sacrifices of Expia: 


tion explained. 


OW for the right Underſtanding of 

this, it is neceflary for us to have a 
true Notion of publick Sacrifices of Expia- 
tion, what the Meaning of them was, in what 
Manner they were offered, and how they be- 
came available to the Sinner's Pardon. | 
Now by Sacrifices of Expiation, we all 
underſtand the offering up the Life, or Blood 
of an Animal to God, which was always done 
as an Act of Humiliation and Repentance on 
the Sinner's Parr, by which he acknowledged 
his Tranſgreſſions, and addreſſed himſelf to 
God for Mercy. 
This was the known and univerſal Mean- 
ing of all ſuch Sacrifices : And for this Pur- 
poſe it was required in the Law of Moſes, that 
in every ſuch Offering made by the Sinner in 
Perſon, He ſhould lay his Hand on the Head 
of the Victim, thereby declaring it to be his 
Sacrifice, and beſeeching God to accept it, as 
ſuch. 

All this was done by the Sacrificers them- 
ſelves: And when the Sacrifice was offered 
for the whole Congregation, as in the great 
Day of Expiation, becauſe the laying on of their 
Hands upon the Head of the Animal could 10 


(48) 
be done by all in Perſon, it was appointed to 
be done by the High Prieſt for them, as their 


Proxy and Repreſentative: And after the 


Blood was thus offered up by the Sinners, the 
High Prieſt then preſented it before God in 
their Name, by ſprinkling it ſeven times 
with the tip of his Finger before the Mercy 
Seat. And by this Action, as the Prieſt inter- 
ceded with God to accept of that Blood as 
a Motive of Mercy, that the Sinners might 
be freed from Puniſhment; ſo when this was 
done, they were reſtored to his Favour: And 
the Prieſt was authorized to bleſs the Peo. 
ple, and declare, that God was reconciled to 
them. | RO 
This is the general Notion of publick ex- 
iatory Sacrifices according to the Law of 
Moſer: And by this it.appears, that in all ſuch 
Sacrifices the Sinners pad the greateſt Share: 
They were the Sacrificers, and the Offering 
was made by them, as a publick Token of 
their Repentance. The Matter of the Sacri- 
fice, or in other Words, the Sacrifice itſelf, 
was the Blood, of the Animal flain : And 
the Prieſt was only the Mediator, by whoſe 


Hand they preſented it before God; or by 


whom it was preſented; before God in their 
Name. | 


Now if we apply this to the Caſe in Hand, 


it will teach us, how to regulate our Notions 
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of the Expiation wrought by the Bio od of 
Chriſt. 


The Wature and Weceſſ Fry of Faith 
in Cbriſt. 


ND therefore, F:r/, As in all Expia- 
tions the Sinners are the Sacrificers; ſo 
when we conſider the Blood of Chriſt, as a 

Sacrifice for Sinners, it muſt be offered up 
ſome way or other by the Sinners themſelves, 
either in Perſon, or by their Proxy, and Re- 
preſentative. | 
And fince the Blood of Chriſt could not. 
be offered up by every Sinner in Perſon, as 
it Was, and could be ſhed but once; fo for 
this Purpoſe our Saviour puts himſelf in 
the Sinners ſtead, and as a Mediator for them, 
and as their High! Prieſt, he offered his Blood 
to God in their Name, as their Sacrifice. 
24h, As the High- Prieſt preſented the Blood 
of the Sacrifice before the Mercy Seat; ſo 
our Saviour preſented his crucified Body be- 
fore the Throne of God in Heaven, by way of 
Memorial as it were of the Covenant between 
his Father and Him, wherein God promiſed 
to accept his Blood ſhed as a Sacrifice of 

Atonement for the Sins of the World. 20 

In all this our Saviour muſt be conſidered 
as acting on the Sinners Part, and as doing 
wht belonged to them in cheit Name and 
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Stead, as their n 205 and High- 
Prieſt. 


The Weceſſity of Faith | in Chriſt, as a- 
Facriffce. 


Bou there is ſomething ſtill wanting to 
compleat the Expiation, which is to be 
done by Jy Sinners themſelves. For as they, 
are the Sacrificers, and what our Saviour did, 
90 done in their Stead, as their Proxy and 
Nepreſentative, but without their Knowledge 
3 ſo it is neceſſary in the Nature 
8 off the Thing, that if they would have the 
Benefit of What he has done, tis neceſſary, 
I fay, that they aſſent to, and accept his Me- 
diation for them, and own what he has done 
70 done for them, and defire that his Sacri-- 
ce may be accepted by God, as if they had laid 
their Hands on his Head in the offering it. 
This is what is meant by Faith in his 
Blood, and; believing in him, as our Mediator 
and High Prieſt. 

And this is ſo neceſſary a Qualificaian for 
eur Redemption thro his Blood, that with- 
out this we can have no Share in it. For 
Without this, as his Death is no Sacrifice! 
| *, ours, ſo tis no Propitiation for us. 

And thence it is, that the Death of Chciſt 
is ſaid to be a Propitiation only thro? Faith 
in his Blood; becauſe, as it is by this Faith chat 
ve 19 ta what he has Ss 82 

lator 


4 


Wo 


. 
diator offering his Blood for us, as a Propi- 
tiation; ſo if we refuſe to own and receive 
him, as ſuch, as he is no Mediator for us, 
and his Blood no Sacrifice of ours, ſo as the 
Scripture ſays, weare yet in our Sins, and the 
Wrath of God abideth on us. 

'Tis neceflary therefore in order to the Ex- 
piation of our Sins by the Sacrifice of the 
Blood of Chriſt, that every Sinner own him 

for his Mediator in it; hoping for Salvation 
only thro' Him, and the Sacrifice he has of- 
fered for them. . 
But this is not all that ſeems neceſſary in 

the Caſe. . 
For Sacrifice is a publick Act, and ſince the 
Sacrifice of Chriſt was intended for the Be- 
nefit of all Sinners, that would accept the 
Offer of his Mediation for them, thro' all fu- 
ture Ages to the End of the World; there 
ſeems to be a Neceſſity in the Nature of the 
Thing, of ſome Method to be appointed to 
be obſerved by all People to the End of the 
World, as a publick Declaration of their Ac- 
ceptance of this Offer, and their Dependence 
on” it for Salvation. | 
And fince Sacrifice was likewiſe always un- 
derſtood to be an Act of the Sinner's Humi- 
lation and Repentance, and as a publick 
Token of the Senſe the Sinner had of the 
Puniſhment due to his Tranſgreſſions, there 
ſeems to be a Neceſſity in the Nature of the 
'E'z Thing, 
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Thing, that by what Act ſoever, and in what 
Method ſoever we intereſt ourſelves in the 
Sacrifice of Chriſt, and declare our Faith in 
it, and Dependence on it, it muſt always be at- 
tended with, and be always done as a publick 
Act of our Humiliation and Repentance, if 
we hope for any Benefit by it. | 
Theſe things are ſo clear that they are 
incapable of Diſpute. SEE? , 
And from all this we ſee, that in order to 
our Redemption by the Blood of Chriſt, there 
is a Neceflity of ſome publick Declaration 
our Faith in it, and our Aſſent to what he 
has done in our Name. And we likewiſe 
ſee, that ſuch Declaration however made, 
will be of no Benefit to us, unleſs. it be at- 
tended with a juſt Senſe of our Tranſgreſſions, 
and be made as an Act of our Repentance and 
Humiliation for them. And k | 
Since we are ſaid to be redeemed by Chriſt, 
as it is natural to expect that our Saviour has 
provided ſome Method for this Purpoſe for all 
that would be intitled to his Redemption; ſo 
this is the next thing to be inquired into: 
And tis very remarkable, that our Saviour 
has done this by three ſeveral Inſtitutions ap- 
pointed for this Purpoſe to be obſerved by 
all Chriſtians to the end of the World: And 
they are theſe: ee ee n 
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Huw we are to ſhew our Faith in 


Chriſt. 


IRST, That every one who believes in 
Him, and accepts the Offer of his Me- 
diation, muſt as a publick Teſtimony of it 
be baptiſed, which the Scripture calls being 
baptiſed into his Death. 
aa, That all ſuch as believe in Him ſhould 
frequently meet together to eat Bread and 
drink Wine in the way of a Paſchal and Eu- 
chariſtical Feaſt, in Remembrance of his 
Death, 
3dly, That all who believe in Him ſhould 
come unto God by him, in all their Addreſſes 
to Heaven, as their Mediator and Advocate 
with God, in full Aſſurance of Acceptance 
only thro' his Death. | | 
By theſe ſeveral Acts it is, that we be- 
come intitled to the Redemption wrought 
for us by the Sacrifice of Chriſt ; and they are 
appointed for this Purpoſe, as they are publick 
Tokens of our Faith in Chriſt's Death and 
Mediation for us, and of our Reſolution to 
repent and amend our Lives. 
That this is the Scripture Meaning of them 
is plain to every ſenſible unprejudiced Man. 
For is not Baptiſm a Rite appointed by our 
Saviour, by which we are to own ourſelves 
his Diſciples, and by Conſequence receive him 
E z for 


udnon. 
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for our Redeemer and only Mediator with 
God ? And does not this imply that we hops 


for Salvation only thro' Him, and his Media- 


tion for us? 

And when the Scripture tells us, tas eve- 
y one who is baptie d, is baptiſed into his 
Death, Rom. vi. 4. &c. which Death he ſuffer- 

ed for the Badem of our Sins, Mat. xxvi. 


28. Does not this imply, that Baptiſm was 
| intended as a Declaration, not only of the 


Death of Chriſt, but that he died for the 
Remiſſion of our Sins? And does not this 
imply an Obligation to depart from thoſe 
Sins for which he died? And does not the 

ripture teach us, that the Water of Bap- 
tiſm was intended to be an emblematical ſym- 
bolical Sign of all this? Rom. vi. 6. 

And does notthe very Form of adminiſtrin 
it in all Chriſtian Churches from the Apoſtles 


Time, demonſtrate that all Chriſtians are 


ſuppoſed by this AR to enter into Covenant 


wich God for his Mercies only on the Con- 


dition of renouncing the Devil and all his 

Works, and keeping God's. Holy Will 5 

Commandments all the Days of their Lives? 
And 24ly, The ſame Thing is likewiſe im- 


plied in, and intended by the Lord's Supper; 
which was appointed to ſhew, that we continue 


| ſeſſed and declated at our . 


in the ſame Faith in Chriſt's Death, and 
under the ſame Obligations, which we pro- 


For 


8 

For as this is done in Remembrance 
of the Death of Chriſt for the Remiſſion of 
our Sins, as our Mediator, into the Faith of 
which we were baptiſed ; ſo this naturally 
implies, that we own and affent to what he 
has done in our Name, and depend on his 
Mediation for us, and ſue to God for Mer- 


cy thro? his Blood. 


And for this Reaſon it is, as I conceive, * * 


that we are ſaid by St. Paul to have Com- 
munion, or Fellowſhip, with Chriſt by the 
Lord's Supper in his Body and Blood, which 
lainly implies that we are Sharers with him 
in his Death; becauſe by this Action which 
we do in Remembrance of his Death, and as 
a publick Declaration of our Faith in it, we 
ratify and confirm what he has done in our 
Name : We own his Death to be our Sa- 
crifice, and deſire God to accept it as ſuch, as 
if it had been offered by ourſelves in Per- 
fon. | 
And as this naturally implies an Obligation 
in all that do this to forſake their Sins, and 
dedicate themſelves to the Service of God ; 
fo all the World underſtand it in chis Senſe, 
and wicked Men will not join in it on this 
very Account, 

And as for the laſt Inſtitution, wherein 
we are required to make our Addreſſes to 
God thro' the Mediation of Chrift, the Sacri- 
fice of his Death for our Sins is in every 
10 E 4 ſuch 
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Gb Addreſs ks before God as a Mo. 
tive, thro? which alone we hope that our 


Prayers or Praiſes will be accepted by Him. 


And does not this naturally imply an Ob- 


ligation in every one that hopes for any Fa- 
vour from God to part with his Sins, which 
God would not remit, but thro' our. Saviour's 
Mediation ? And when we come unto Godin a 
Senſe of this, does not this naturally ſuppoſe 
that we are reſolved to do ſo, and that we hope 
for his Favour only on this Condition? No- 
thing can, I think, be plainer than this: And 
from hence we ſee how wiſely theſe Inſti- 
tutions are contrived to anſwer the End they 
are appointed for, as publick Declarations of 
our Faith in Chriſt's Death, and our Ole 
tion to lead a Holy Lite, 


And when we farther conſider, chat theſe two 
latter Inſticutions were intended and appoint- 


ed to be repeated often, and one of them e- 
very Day we live, and in every Addreſs we 
make to God; what could there be imagined 
more werfully to ingage us to a Holy Life, 


than thus continually to preſent the Sacrifce 


of Chriſt, as it were before our Eyes, as the 


certain and only Means of Acceptance with 


God, provided we will make ourſelves capa- 


ble of 1 it, by parting with thoſe Sins for wich 
Hur Saviour died? 


And what could be bun fitted to incite us 
to * than the Canlderguon of the Love 
| of 
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of God to Sinners, in contriving this Method 
of ſhewing Mercy to them? And the Love 
of Chriſt in ſubmitting to be a Mediator, and 
Sacrifice for them? 

And yet theſe Conſiderations are continually 

reſented to our Thoughts, not only in the 
Lord's Supper, but in every Addreſs we make 
to God in the Name, and thro' the Media- 
tion of Chriſt our Saviour. 

Thus we ſee the Nature and Reaſon of 
theſe Inſtitutions, and the Relation they have 
to our Redemption by the Sacrifice of the 
Blood of Chriſt, as they are publick Signs, 
and Tokens on our Part, by which we declare 
our Aſſent to what our Saviour has done in 
our Name, and our Conſent to the Condition 
required of us in order to our Redemption by 
his Blood, which is that we repent and be- 
come a Holy People. | 


That the Sacrifice of Cbriſt is neceſſa- 


rily to be underſiood in a literal 
Senſe. | 


'A ND from hence we ſee, what a great 
11 Strels is here laid on the Death of Chriſt, 


conſidered, as a Sacrifice in a proper Senſe, 
when the whole of the Chriſtian Worſhip, 
conſidered as Chriſtian, is intended as a Me- 
morial of ir, 8 


: 


For 
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For the whole of the Chriſtian Worſhip, 
as Chriſtian, conſiſts in theſe three Inſtitu- 
tions; and as they are apparently appointed 
for a Memorial of the Sacrifice of the Death 
of Chriſt; ſo this ſhews us of what Impor- 
tance this Doctrine is in the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion, when it is ſo effential to it, and fo wo- 
ven into its very Conſtitution, that we can- 
not be Chriſtians without it. For we can 
neither be baptiſed, by which we become 
Chriſtians, nor can we dò any Act of Chri- 
ſtian Worſhip without it. Nay I may add, 
that we cannot do any Act of Chriſtian Du- 
ty without it: For we are expreſlly re- 
ired whatever we do, to de it in the Name 
. of our Lord Jeſus Cbriſt, Col. iii. 17. By 
which, I conceive, muſt be meant, that 
we do it in his Name as our Mediator, in 
hope of Acceptance thro' his Sacrifice for 
us. | 


And hence it is, that we are told by St. 
Paul Heb. xiii. 10. that what we ſo do in 
the Name of Chriſt becomes a ſpiritual Sa- 
_ crifice: Becauſe by this the Blood of Chriſt is 
ſpiritually preſented before God, as the Blood 
of the Animals uſed to be in facrificial Of- 


ferings. | 


And therefore when we addreſs ourſelves 
to God in the Name of Chriſt, he ſays, that 
by confeſing his Name in this manner, ue offer 

| | even 
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even by our Lips ſpiritual Sacrifices continually % 
v. 15. 

BB: ke ſame thing is more plainly taught us 


by St. Peter, 1 Pet. ii. 15. who ſays, that 


when we addreſs ourſelves to God, as accept- 
able thro' Chriſt, we become a Holy Prigſt- 
hood; becauſe, as 1 conceive, by our coming 
to God, as acceptable thro' him, as our Me- 
diator and Sacrifice, the Blood of Chriſt is 
hereby ſpiritually preſented before God, as a 
Motive of Acceptance with him: By which 
as we do in a ſpiritual Manner, what it was 


the Office of the Prieſt to do in their Sa- 


crifices ; ſo our Prayers, and Praiſes, and 
whatever elſe we do, as acceptable to God 
yak Chriſt, may be called a ſpiritual Sacri- 
E. 
From all which it appears, that when 
Chriſtians are appointed ro come unto -God 
by Chriſt, and do every thing in his Name, 
it muſt be underſtood of their doing it in the 


N. B. The Words in our Tranſlation are, By Him there- 
fre let us offer the Sacrifice of Praiſe to God continually, that 

„ the Fruit of our Lips, giving Thanks to bis Name. 

* But what is here rendered, giving Thanks can have no ſuck 
Meaning: The Words in the Greek are 6ponoySmmc T5 dh, 
which fignify properly, as it is rendered in the Margin, con- 
felfing his Name: And as the whole relates to what went be- 
fore, where the Blood of Chriſt is ſpoken of as a Sacrifice for 
us ; ſo this Confeffion of his Name muſt be underſtood of our 
confeſſing our Faith in him, as our Sacrifice, who in the 
foreging Verſe is ſaid to have ſuffered for us, and ſanctified us 
through his Blood. ver. 12. 
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Confeſſion of their Faith in Him; as their 
Mediator and Sacrifice. 

From whence it is clear, that the den idee 
of Chriſt muſt not be underſtood in a meta» 
phorical; but proper Senſe: And that it is of 
ſo great Importance to underſtand it in this 
HSenſe, that it is to Chriſtianity, as the Warp 
to] the Web, that runs thro' the whole Body 
of it; ſo that 8 78785 cannot ſubſiſt wich- | 
out It; 


The Reaſon of our Rodampeien by Sacrt- 
fice confidered. 


UT here the Queſtion will be made, 
| which I mentioned. before, and refed 
to this Place, namely, what need is there of 
this? Why all this Apparatus for the do- 
ing what might as well. Link been done with- 
out it by the bare Will of God? 
: For ſince the Pardon of Sin, according to 
the Goſpel Scheme, is founded on the Free 
Grace and Mercy of God ; and ſince the Ef- 
ficacy of what our Saviour has done for us is 
owing only to the Will and Appointment of 
God; and ſince all will be of no Effect, unleſs 
we repent and reform our Lives; here the In- 
fidel objects, why could not the Mercy of God 
have pardoned us without any Conſideration 
at all, but our Repentance? And what Ne- 
ceſlity was there of a Mediator or a Sacrifice, . 
when Repentance might have been ſufficient 
without them ? 13 Bare 
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Bare Repentance not Sufficient for 


Pardon. | 


O this I anſwer, that we ate not ſo much 
concerned to know what God can do, as 
what he will do; and if he has told us his Will, 
it is not fit for us to call him to an Account, 
to give us a Reaſon, why he acts in this Manner. 

As for the Sufficiency of Repentance, it is 
doubtleſs the beſt thing a Sinner can do to re- 
ſtore himſelf to the Favour of God: But Repen- 
tance does not make the Sinner 1 innocent, and 
therefore God is not obliged to accept him 

into Favour merely upon this Account. And 
we may aſſure ourſelyes, that if Repentance 
alone had been ſufficient for the Pardon of a 
wicked World, God would not have required 

more, as his Wiſdom will do nothing i in vain. 
Tho God is merciful,” yet he is infinitely 
wiſe, and therefore cannot be ſuppoſed to diſ- 
penſe his Mercy, but in ſuch a way, as is 
moſt ſuitable to his Wiſdom: And who can 
ptetend to judge what is fit for his Wiſdom 
to do but himſelf? And ſince God has thought 
fit to reveal his Will to us, to ſhew us in what 
way he will be reconciled to Mankind, it is 
our Duty to-receive his Revelation reverently 
and humbly to acquieſce in what it teaches 
us, ſo far as we believe it to come from him, 
how much ſoever ic may poſe our Underſtand- 
__ And it will very ill become us to 5 
1 
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1 bees Gr, becauſe he has not let us 
into the Reaſon of it. 

But how weak ſoever our Underſtandings 
are, we are nevertheleſs able in ſome Mea- 
ſure to comprehend the Fitneſs of the Goſpel 
Method of God's reconciling himſelf to the 
World by the Mediation and che Death of 
Chriſt. For how available ſoever we may 
conceive. Repentance to be, in reconciling Sin- 


ners to God, conſidered as a Holy Being yet 


God is not barely to be conſidered in that 
Reſpect, but as a Law-giver and Governor of 
the World: And I believe no ſenũble Man 
ever thought it fit for a wife Governor to re- 
leaſe. every Criminal from the Puniſhment of 
: * Sins merely opon their Repentance 10 


The DG End of e is 0 d 
2 the 4 of the Governor, and diſ- 


courage the Breach of his Laws: And as all 


Societies think it proper to threaten Puniſh- 


ment., as a Sanction: to their Laws, ſo they 


never thought it unjuſt to execute it, 
ever penitent. Criminals may ſeem to be. 


And in relation to Offenc es againſt the Laws 


of God, tis certain, that no Age or Nation ever 
thought Repentance ſufficient of itſelf for Par- 
don; —— we know they never did depend 
pen! ic, but they had all recourſe to Expiations. 

Nay even in Offences againſt ourſelves, we 
ds not always. 2 of itſelf * 


ient. 
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For ſuppoſe any one has done us a publick 
Injury, by which I we ſuffer in our Reputa- 
tion, and our Character is diſgraced, it is not 
enough to reſtore ſuch a one to our Favour, 
that he is really penitent for what he has 
done: No we always expect, and it is juſt 
and reaſonable that he do us Right, and clear 
our Reputation, and in order to that, that fome 
publick Satisfaction be given, ſome open Ac- 
knowledgment and Declaration made, how 
unjuſtly he has done by us, or elſe the Inju- 
fy remains upon us Ae es 
This, I fay, is what all the World expect, 
and juſtly expect from one another, before we 
forgive Offences againſt ourſelves : Ho much 
more is this to be expected by God for Of- 
fences committed againſt Him? For tho” out 
Sins do no Injury to God, conſidered in his 
own Nature ſimply, yet they are highly inju- 
rious to his Government, as they bring Diſ- 
honour on his Laws, as if they were unwiſe 
and unreaſonable, unfir, or impoſſible to be 
obſerved: And as our Wickedneſs may, if 

ickly committed, incourage others to the 
like Diſobedience, eſpecially if it goes unpu- 
niſhed; ſoſuch Sins in Reaſon ought not to be 


forgiven barely on our Repentance for them 


without ſome publick Reparation, and Satiſ- 
faction made to the Honour of God's Laws 
and Government, and ſome Method taken to 
ptevenc the ill Uſe, that Sinners might be 


wunpted to make of his Mercy. And 


(64) 
And if this be true, as it. plainly is, this 
will give us an eaſy and rational Account of 
the Goſpel Method of Redemption by the 
Mediation and Sacrifice of the Death of Chriſt. 
For this I take to have been the Caſe between 
God and Sinners. | 


W > ” 1 = — 


The World was univerſally. wicked, and 
God had ſuffered the greateſt Indignities from 
_ them, imaginable... They had chrown off his 
Yoke, and lived as if they thought his Laws 
Vunreaſonable, or impracticable, giving them- 
ſelves up to all manner of Vices: Nay they 
choſe to themſelves new Governors, new Gods, 
and gave the Honour due only to one Supreme 
and only true God, to the meaneſt of his Crea- 
tures; nay even to the very Devils: And theſe 
they paid their Worſhip to in Drunkenneſs 
and Luſt, and hortid and abominable Cru- 
elties; ſometimes ſuffering Men to kill one ano- 
ther in Honour of their Gods; and ſometimes 
offering human Blood in Sacrifices: And that 
not only of, Maleſactors, but of innocent Vir- 
gins and Children, and thoſe many times their 
own Sons and Daughters. This was more 
or leſs the Practice of all Heathen Nations. 
No I appeal to any one whether there 
could be a greater Inſult on the Majeſty of 
God, than thus to throw off his Government 
and Authority oyer them, and give his Throne 
uy; Glory. to his Creatures, nay even to the 
— aſeſt Rebels. And whether there could be 
j Aol 1 f 
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a mote horrid Abomination thought of, than 
to offer human Blood in Sacrifice to them, 
bur much more that of their own Children. 
And if fo, what can we imagine fit for 
God: to do in this Caſe? To execute Ven- 


geance on the World, and deal with them 
as their Iniquities deſerved, was to deſtroy the 


whole Race of Mankind at once, as they were 
not only all Denne but all Idolaters to a 
Man. 

But God does not deſire that any ſhould pe 
tin: And yet can we think it fit for a Wiſe 


and Holy Governor to paſs by ſuch Affronts 


as theſe from his Subjects, without ſome pub- 
lick Token of their Humiliation and Repen- 
tance, their Submiſſion and Recantation or 
Satisfaction, (call it what you will) to him? 
This would rather incourage Sinners in 
their Wickedneſs, and occaſion wicked Men 
to think, that God is not offended at their 
Sins, or ſo mindful of his Laws; as that they 
need to trouble themſelves about them; that 
he either does not know what they do, or 
that he is above taking Notice of it. 
And if ſome publick Repentance, Confeſſion, 
Recantation, Submiſſion muſt be made, as a 
Satisfaction, or Reparation to the Honour of 
God by all Sinners, how muſt publick Acts 
be done, but by ſome poſitive Inſtitution ap- 
inted for that Purpoſe, either by God or 
Man ? But who was able to judge what God 
would accept ? This could be known only by 


| Revelation. 
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Could the World have been brought into 
ſuch a Senſe of their Wickedneſs, as to refolve 
upon a publick Humiliation for them, as ne- 
ceffary to reconcile them to the Favour of 
God? And had they been left to agree a- 
mong themſelves upon a proper Method of 
doing this, in ſuch a manner, as ſhould beſt 
expreſs their own Repentance, and make the 
beſt Satisfaction they were capable of for 
the Diſhonour they had brought upon Him 
and his Laws; had the World, I ſay, been left 
to have contrived this for themſelves, that 
which their Reaſon would naturally have led 
them to, was Sacrifice, as there was a Notion 
_ univerſally received (how they came by it is 
not material) that without ſhedding of Blood 
there was no Remiſſion. This is plain from 
the univetſal Practice of all Ages and Nations 
as far as We can find by Hiſtory. . 

But ſtill the Queſtion | would have been, 
whine Sacrifice to offer, chat would be cen 
table to God. 

This was what the ha Heathoo! World 
were always at a Loſs in, We in 1. 
n Caſes. 

And this was the Reaſon of thoſe horeld 
Crualties and - Murchers which they were 
gully of in the offering of human Blood, as 
likewiſe of that Multitude of inferior Deities 


they worſhipped unter: the Notion of yr 
ore. 7 


wy 
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De Neceſſity of Revelation. 


AND from hence, as we ſee ſuch an ap- 

parent Neceſſity of a Divine Revelation, 
to deliver the World out of this uncomforta- 
ble ſtate of Doubt and Uncertainty, that 
without it they could never have attained to 
any Aſſurance of their Reconciliation with 
God; ſo e cannot but obſerve the Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs of the Goſpel Diſpenſation of Mer- 
ey thro the Blood of Chriſt, hereby we 
haye not only Aſſurance given us, that God 
will be reconciled to Sinners, and a certain 
Method is preſcribed for this Purpoſe, but ſuck 
a one, as I ſhall ſhow is naturally fitted to 
do Honour to God, and promote the univer - 
fal Reformation of the World. 587855 


Many Neaſons for our Redemption by 
rhe Sacrifice of Chriſt, © 


OR in the Firſt Place, whereas we have 
ſhewn, that it might be reaſonably re- 
ired, in order to the Pardon of a wicked 
orld, that they ſhould make ſome Repara- 
tion and Satisfaction for what they had done 
amiſs, and the Diſhonour they had done to 
God, by ſome publick Recantation and Ac- 


knowledgment of their Wickedneſs, what 

could: be more proper for this Purpoſe, than 

a publick Sacrifice, which was not only agree- 

able to the Sentiments af all the World, but 

' Was univerſally 8 and underſtood by 
1 2 
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all, to be done, as an Act of Humiliation and 
Repentance, whereby the Sinner confeſſed his 
Guilt; and owned the Puniſhment due to him 
for it? yt. S013 Y55.2 4 TITLE. BY | 
- *-2dly, Whereas it does appear from what TI 
have ſaid, that in the Pardon of the wicked 
World, ſome Method was requiſite to prevent 
the ill Conſequence of the Sinners Impuni- 
ty, that Men might not be incouraged to 
flatter themſelves, that God did not regard 
what they did amiſs, and was not offended 
at it; what more effectual Contrivance could 
there be for this, than the Sacrifice of the 
Blood of Chriſt? for what could better ex- 
preſs the Deteſtation and Abhorrence God has 
of Sin, when no leſs Sacrifice would be ac- 
cepted, as an Atonement for it, than the Blood 
of his own. beloved Son? | 
za, Whereas it appears from what has 
been ſaid; that no Sactifice can avail ro the 
Sinners Pardon, which is not in effect offered 
up by the Sinners themſelves, which could 
not poſſibly be done to the end of the World, 
in reſpect of the Sacrifice of the Blood of 
Chriſt, as his Blood could be ſhed but once; 
what a wiſe Proviſion is here made for this 
Purpoſe by theſe Inſtitutions abovementioned ? 
For by them the Blood of Chriſt may be in 
effect offered up by every Sinner in ſuch man- 
ner as to anſwer all the Intents and Pur 

of it. For ſince Feſus Chrift in lay ing down 
his Life, acted only in the Name of Sinners 
as a Mediator for them; and ſince theſe In- 
A ITY ſtitutions 
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Kitutions are appointed, as a publick Declara- 
tion of our Aſſent to his Mediation for us, 
ratifying and confirming what has been done 
in our Name, by our Compliance with theſe 
Appointments in a proper manner, we make 
his Act our own; ſo that his Sacrifice is as 
much our Act, as if every one of us had laid 
our Hands upon his Head, as a publick De- 
claration of it. | | | 20] 
-4thly, Whereas the end of all expiatory Sa- 
crifices was not only to do publick Honours 
to God by thoſe publick Acts of Humiliation, 


and Repentance, but alſo to reform the Lives 


of Sinners by keeping up in their Minds a 
Senſe of their Sins, and the Puniſhment that 
was due to them; what could be more effec- 
tual for this End, than the Sacrifice of the 
Blood of Chriſt, continually offered up by 
Faith, according tot he Goſpel Method, in the 
ſeveral Inſtitutions appointed for that Parpoſe? 
For as by every one of theſe. Inſtitutions duly 
and ſeriouſly performed, here is a publick Con- 
feſſion made by Sinners of their Wickedneſs, 
and what they may juſtly expect for it, as we 
own the Death of Chriſt in each of them as 


a Sacrifice, through which alone we hope for 


Pardon and Acceptance; ſo in every one of 
them, we vertually renounce our Sins, and 
declare our Obligation to forſake them. 

.- Lafily, Whereas the great Thing of all, 
by which God was more particularly diſho- 


noured, was Idolatry, which conſiſted chiefly 


invain and ſuperſtitious, and ſometimes wick- 
bak F'3 ITY ed 
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ed Sacrifices, and the Worſhip of falſe Ob- 
jects, and falſe Mediators, by which God was, 
as it were, degraded from his Tbrone and 
Glory; here was an effectual Proviſion made 
by the Sacrifice and Mediation of Chriſt for 
the total Abolition of all this at once. 
For by the Appointment. of the Sactifice 
of Chriſt, as that which God would accept 
for the Sins of the World, all other Sacri- 
fices became needleſs, but His. And by ap- 
pointing him to be the only Mediator, thro 
whom we muſt come unto God, and thro' 
whom, if -we come with proper Diſpoſitions, 
we ſhall be ſure of Acceptance with God; hete 
can be no need of any other Mediator, but Him. 
- And therefore as we ſee this was naturally 
fitted to deſtroy all the Idolatry of the Hea- 
then World; ſo it is very remarkable in Hi- 
ſtory, chat all the Heathen Superſtitions im- 
mediacely vaniſhed, wherever Chriſtianity was 
received. Theſe are ſome of the Reafons of 
the Goſpel Diſpenſation of Mercy to Sinners, 
by the Death and Sacrifice of Chriſt. 
There may be many other Reaſons for it, 
that we do not underſtand; but from what 
T have ſaid, it appears to be a wiſe Contri- 
vance, even according to our on Notions, to 
ſhew Mercy to Sinners in ſuch a way, as was 
moſt likely to reform the World, and do Ju- 
ſtice to the Honour of God's Laws and Go- 
-yemiment, and prevent the Abuſe of the Sin- 
de der 6 all which I have ſhewn were 
neceſſariiy to be provided for in diſpenſing Par- 
don to a wicked World. And 
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And I think this is ſuch a Method of doing 
it, as is conſiſtent, and intelligible, and ſuch 
as gives us an eaſy and rational Account of 
our Redemption. | 

And if what I have ſaid be true, as it ap- 
pears to be, from hence we are taught ano- 
ther Notion of Satisfaction made by the Death 
2 Chriſt, beſide that which I mentioned be- 
are. 


The Satisfaftion of Chriſt farther explained. 


OR in what I ſaid before concerning it, 

I conſidered the Death of Chriſt not barely 
as a Sacrifice, but only as an Act of Obedience 
to the Will and Appointment of God, and the 
finiſhing Act, or Accompliſhment of the ſe- 
veral Things required of him by God, as a 
Condition without which He would not be 
reconciled to Sinners ; and which being per- 
formed by Chriſt, as a Price demanded by 
God for it, God was ſo far ſatisfied, as not 
to impute their Sins unto them to their Con- 
demnation. And this I ſaid might be called 
a Satisfaction made by Chriſt for Sinners, as 
it was properly his Act alone, 

But when the Blood of Chriſt is conſidered 
as a Sacrifice offered in the Name and Behalf 
of Sinners; in this Senſe Jeſus Chri/t is no o- 
therwiſe concerned in it, than as he is their 
Mediator, acting for them and in their Name; 
and whatever Satisfaction is made by it, is 
intended and ſuppoſed to be made by thoſe 
in whoſe Name it is offered: And fince 1 

"FS | have 


 - 
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have ſhewn that the Sinners are the Sacri- 


ficers; the Blood of Chriſt is the Otrering, 
and Chriſt is only the Mediator, thro' whom 


it is offered by them, or by whom it is offered 


for them in their Stead ; whatever Satisfaction 
is made by it, is made by the Sinners them- 
ſelves, and not by Chriſt, any otherwiſe than 


as he is their Proxy acting for them. And 


ſince it appears from what I have before ſaid, 
that Sinners can have no Share in what he 


has done for them, unleſs they aſſent to, and 


accept his Mediation, it will follow, that they 
only can have a Share in the Satisfaction made 
by the Blood of Chriſt, who not only believe 
in it, as a Sacrifice, but deſire it may be ac- 


eepted as a Sacrifice for them. And ſince we 
have ſhewn how the Sinner is required to de- 
clare his Faith in this Sacrifice, it is only by 


this Declaration ſo made, that the Sinner can 


make the Blood of Chriſt a Means of Satif- 
faction for him. 5 (1 


Bot when che Word SabifaRticn is vl. in 


this Senſe, it fignifies no more than Reſtitu- 
tion for an Injury, or that Reparation we 
make to God for the Diſhonour we have 
done to Him by our wicked Works. 

This I take to have been the great End of 


the Inſtitution of all expiatory Sacrifices, that 


Sinners might thereby give Glory to God as 
the gSeripture ſays, by a publick Acknowledge- 
ment of their Tranſgreſſions, and a publick 
Recantation of them, owning what they might 
in - Juſtice expect from him, and at the fame 
STE +2 time 
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time imploring his Mercy 'to them under a 
tacit Promiſe of Reformation. 

And as this was the great End of the Goſ- 
pel Diſpenſation of Mercy by the Sacrifice of 
Chriſt; ſo every Chriſtian coming to God by 
Chriſt, in the way of his Inſtitutions, appoint- 
ed for this Purpoſe, with proper Diſpoſitions 
and Reſolutions of Obedience, may likewiſe 
be ſaid by thoſe Acts to make Satisfaction for 
the Diſhonour they have done to God by their 
Tranſgreſſions; as they do what God is plea- 
ſed to require, and graciouſly accept, as a 
Satisfaction from them. 

But then, as it is by the Blood of Chriſt a- 
lone, that we are rendered capable of this 
Satisfaction, and as it is thro Him alone that 
what we thus do is accepted by God as a Sa- 
tisfaction; ſo the Satisfaction made by us may 
be ſaid likwiſe to be His, and the Honour and 


Merit of it His, as He ſubmitted to be our 


Mediator in. it, and as God is pleaſed to ac- 
cept it only thro' him, as a full Satisfaction 
for the Sins of all that will accept His Medi- 


ation for them, and make his Sacrifice their 


own, | 

It is no Objection to this Notion, that the 
Reparation, or Satisfaction made to the Ho- 
nour of God by the Sacrifice of Chriſt, is pro- 
vided for us by God Himſelf, 

For as God is the injured Perſon, it is his 
Part to appoint what Reparation or Satisfac- 
tion He requires, and will accept from thoſe: 
by whom the Injury is done. And tho? the 
4 N World 


„ ne 
World could do nothing towards it of them- 
ſelves, yet it is enough if they ſubmit to 

the Terms impoſed. 1 

For let us put the Caſe already mention- 
ed ot a Perſon that has diſgraced our Reputa- 
tion, for which we demand that he make us 
Satisfaction; and ſuppole we require a publick 
Recantation, which he is unable to make thro' 
Sickneſs or Confinement, or other Impedi- 
ment: Now, in this Caſe, tho' we ourſelves 
do all, tho' we write the Recantation for him, 
and guide his Hand to fign it, and afterwards 
publiſh it abroad for him, yet ſo long as it 
1s done by His Conſent and Approbation, the 
— is made by Him, and the Work 
is his, 

Nov this is the very Caſe between God and 
Sinners: The whole World had done Diſho- 
nour to God and his Laws; and before He 
would ſhew Mercy to them, He requires that 
they repair the Injury, and make him Satiſ- 
faction to his Honour: They knew not what 
God would accept for this Purpoſe; and as 
it was his Part to preſcribe the Method of 
it; ſo ſince. he has required it to be done by 
Sacrifice, it was neceſſary, that He appoint 
what the Sacrifice ſhould be. And ſince he 
has appointed it to be done by the Blood of 
Chriſt, as our Mediator, acting in our Stead, 
it is a ſufficient Satisfaction made by us, if 
we aſſent to what he has done in our Name, 
in ſuch a manner as is required of us. 
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- And fince God has appointed us a way for 
this by the three Inſtitutions already ſpoken 
of, if we obſerve theſe Inſtitutions in a pro- 
er Manner, that is, as Declarations of our 
aith in Chriſt's Death, as a Sacrifice for us, 
and as a * Recantation and Acknowledge- 
ment of our Sinfulneſs; this is received by 
God thro' Chriſt, as a full Reparation and 
Satisfaction from us: And by this we are 
intitled to Redemption thro' his Blood. 

And if fo, from hence we ſee, that, as I 
ſaid before, if we refuſe to own the Death 
of Chriſt as a Sacrifice, or refuſe to do it in 
the way he has appointed ; or if we content 
ourſelves with a bare Confeſſion of Faith in 
it, without a publick Recantation and Ac- 
knowledgment of our Sins, and our Reſolution 
to repent and amend our Lives; as there is no 
Satisfaction or Reparation made by us to God 
on our Part; ſo the Death of Chriſt is no Sa- 
tis faction for us on His Part: For as His Death 
is no Sacrifice of ours, ſo it is no Propitiation 
for us. N 3 

And as this is Matter of juſt Terror 

to wicked Chriſtians to confider what a 

ſad Condition they muſt be in whilſt they 


cut themſelves off from all Hope of Mercy 


from God by their Impenitence; ſo it is 
Matter of juſt Caution to all, whether 
Chriſtians or others, how well ſoe ver they 
may hve, to conſider what they do whilſt 
they reject the Sacrifice of Chriſt, as a 
ching they have no Need of, or refuſe io own 


it 
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it in the way appointed for it by our Saviour. 
For by this they leave themſelves nothing to 
truſt to whereby to procure the Mercy of 
God, but the Merit of their own poor and 
imperfect Services; which tho they were much 
more perfect than the beſt of us can pretend 
to, yet they can merit nothing of God, but 
by Vertue of his Promiſes: And He has pro- 
miſed no Reward to any Works but ſuch as 
are done in the Name and Faith of Feſus 
Chriſt ; thro whom we are required to come 
unto God, not only as a Prophet and Teacher 
ſent by Him, but as our Mediator and Ad- 
vocate with Him, who is gone to Heaven as 
our High · Prieſt to preſent his crucified Body 
before the Throne of God, and ever lives to 
make Interceſſion for us. Ol 
And as there is no other Name given unto 
Men, whereby they can hope for Pardon and 
Salvation, but the Name of our Lord Jeſus 
Cbriſt, the one only Mediator between God 
and Man, He is the only Foundation where- 
on we can build with Saſety: And if we 
will vainly truſt to our own weak Reaſon, by 
proven ourſelyes Wiſe, we ſhall. become 

Fools. 5 | 
Thus have I finiſhed what I thought ne- 
ceſſary to explain the Scripture Notion of our 
Redemption by the Blood of Chriſt, with ſuch 
probable Reaſons for it, as we are able to 
comprehend ; as alſo what Conditions are re- 
quired of all that would be entitled to it: 
All which, as it is drawn from the * 
| taken 
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taken in its natural and moſt obvious Mean- 
ing, ſo it ſets before us ſuch a View of this 
wonderful Diſpenſation, as is, I am n con- 
ſiſtent, and, I hope, ines, | 


The Benefit of Redemption in wa Forgive 
1 2 Fi 11 1 e 
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the Advantage we have by the Redemption 


of Chriſt, which is expreſſed by the Forgive- 


neſs of our ' Sins, and what the Scripture teaches 
v8 concerning it. 


To be aſſured that God will e Sin, 
_ what Terms he requires for this End, is 


what every one, who believes in a Holy and 
Righteous God, muſt above all Things deſire 


and rejoice in, as the e Comfort of his 
Lite. s 271 


And yet this is a Privilege char God has 


buche to offer through the Mediation of 


Chriſt, to all that will accept it at his Hands, 
on the Conditions he requires of them. 

What the Conditions required for this 
Purpoſe are, we have already ſeen. 


As God has mage 70% Chriſt the Minifter 


of this Reconcili a offered to Mankind, He 
requires that they receive Him as ſuch: And 


as God is pleaſed to accept His Death as a 
Sacrifice of 


Atonement for their Sins, pro- 
vided they aſſent to what he has ſuffered for 


them, ſo he expects that they declare this in 
Ke * oper Manner, that is, in the due Obſer- 


vation 


3 now to e ee in di laſt Place 


1 ele) 
vation of date Inftündone be has appointed 


For this P 
And if in Quaraionefcheſs InRticutions 
we come to God wich a penitent and obedi- 
ent Heart, we are ſure of our Reſtoration to 
His Mercy and Favour, ſo that our Sins ſhall 
be as it were blotted out of the Book of 
| God's Remembrance, and ſhall not riſe up to 
ourCondemnation.. 
Theſe ate che Goſpel Terms of Forgive- 
neck, and upon theſe Terms we are ſure, that 
chene is — ſo great, but Gall Wer 
ven. 
8 - And what thoſe-Privileges. are, which our 
Saviour has procured for all that are intitled 
ito: this Forgiveneſs, I think it now proper 40 
* —— as _ are SHOE to us 
An . Sz} 
Now the firſt > 22: han we are 9 
by the Forgi veneſs of our Sins, is, that we are 
releaſed from Puniſhment. Various are the 
Ways! in which God may puniſh Sinners, ac- 
cording as his - Wiſdom ſees moſt ſuitable to 
 #he Ends of his Providence. 
But the firſt Puniſhment threatened to Sin- 
mers: Was Death; and as our ſirſt Parents were 
the fiuſt Sinners, they finſt a hrought Deach in- 
1 the World: The Wages of their Sin were 
Death; 4t was ithreatened to them to prevent | 
their Sin, and was executed on them as a 
Punichment after they had finned, which na- 
turally amplies, that they would not have di- g 
ed wwithour it. 121 Jein. n : 
„01787 3 | But 
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Bot tho they were the firſt Sinners, and 
che firſt to whom Death was due, as a Pu- 
hiſhment, yet they were not the firſt that di- 
ed; but Death is not to be conſidered as a 
Puniſhment to any but them, unleſs it be in- 
flifted by the Hand of God on Sinners for 
their perſonal Tranſgreſſions, as in many Caſes 
probably it may be, and the Scriptute men- 
tions ſome. 

But in the common Courſe of Things, 
Death is a natural and neceflary Effect of a 
natural and neceſſary Cauſe. For all Man- 
kind are born with a mortal Nature: Death 
is a neceſſary Attendant on their very Conſti- 
tution, and it is as natural to them to die, 
as it is to be born of their Parents with ſuch 
4a Body, as will in us own Nacure decay and 


fall to Duſt, 


And therefore Death in the Poſterity of 
Adum cannot be confidered as a Puniſhment, 
but only as an Affliction, or Misfortune de- 
rived from him as the Effect of a bodily 
Diſtemper, and a bad Conſtitution which he - 
contracted : by his Sin, and conveyed to them 
in à natural way; and with this mortal and 
corruptible Conſtitution, were his Deſcendants 
as pure as Angels, it would be impoſſible for 
them to avoid Death, unleſs aa by 
Miracle. 

And therefore when we are faid to have 
Forgiveneſs of our Sins by the Death of Chriſt, 
and by conſequence that we ſhall be releaſed 
3 — of them, it will not 


hence 
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hence follow that we muſt be releaſed from 
dying, or that our bodily Conſtitution muſt 
by a Miracle be fo changed, as that we ſhould 
not be liable to Death. Natural Cauſes 
will produce their natural Effects, and we 
ſhall and muſt all die, we know, notwith- 
2 what Chriſt has done and ſuffered 
Or us. | 

And beende chat which our Saviour 15 
done for us in this Reſpect is, that after Death 
we ſhall be reſtored to Life again; ſo that 
Death which is neceſſarily conſequent upon 
our very Conſtitution, and under which we 
muſt have lain for ever, had not God con- 
trived this Method of Delivernnce for us, ſhall 
not have Dominion over us. But as in, or by, 
or thro Adam all die, fo in, and by, or thro' 
Chritt, all ſhall be made alive. 

But this would be no great Privilege if chis 
were all: For barely to be reſtored to Life 
again would be no Advantage, if we were to 
live again in the ſame State of Vanity and Vex- 


Y ation, Fears and Cares, Pains and Sickneſſes, 


and at laſt be liable to Death as we were 
before, This is what a wiſe Man would not 
chooſe, how loch ſoever he wete to die. 
And therefore to be delivered from Death 
muſt be more than this: It muſt imply a De- 
liverance from this mortal State with all its 
miſerable Attendants and Conſequences, which 
Sin brought into the World. And therefore, 
as we are to be reſtored to our Bodies again 
by a Reſurrection from the Dead, ſo che Scrip- 
Sands ture 
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ture tells us, they ſhall be ſuch Bodies, as ſhall 
be free from all thoſe Infirmities, and Incon- 
veniencies that cleave to us here; they. ſhall be 
Spiritual, Powerful, Glorious, Incorruptible and 
Immortal Bodies; and this is a very agreeable 
State no doubt; but this is not the only Privi- 
lege we ſhall have by Chriſt : There are worſe 
Conſequences of Sin than thoſe we ſuffer in 


this World: There is a State which the Scrip- 


ture calls the ſecond Death, and repreſents 
under all the moſt diſmal Circumſtances of 
Horror. And as this is ſet forth, as the Pu- 
niſhment of Sinners, though prepared at firſt: 


| for the Devil and his Angels, ſo by the For- 


giveneſs of our Sins, it is implied, that we ſhall 
be delivered from this ſecond Death. This 
Puniſhment is repreſented by the Similitude of 
a Lake of Fire, and Brimſtone, a never-dying 
Worm, and an everlaſting Thirſt, I fay, by 
the Similitude: For if this be the Portion pre- 
pared for the Devil, and his Angels, as they 
are Spirits, and therefore may reaſonably. be 
2 not to have Bodies, or ſuch Boden 

ſt, as are capable of being affected by 
Fire, and Brimſtone, and much leſs of Thirſt 


after Water, ſo theſe Expreſſions can be only 


rhetorical Repreſentations to ſhew the Severity 
of that Puniſhment, by Torments the moſt 
terrible to Human Nature, and therefore above 
all Things to be avoided : 

This is that Death, ' which is particularly 
ſaid to be the Wages of Sin, and the Portion of 


| Sinners! in another State. 


G | But 


©. 
But this our Saviour has delivered all Sin- 
ners from, who will accept the Offer of Re- 
demption by Him, and has purchaſed everlaſt- 
iog Life, and Happineſs for them, if they will 
make themſelves capable of it by ſubmitting to 
the Terms required for it: | 
It is to him that we owe the Aſſurance of 
this Happineſs: For it is not only ſaid to be 
the Gift of God through Chriſt, Rom. vi. 23. 
But we are likewiſe ſaid to be quickened and 
raiſed up together with Him in his Reſurrec- 
tion. And to fir together in heavenly Places 
by Vertue of His Aſcenſion. Eph. ii. 6. He 
went to Heaven, it is ſaid, to prepare a Place 
for his Diſciples, that where he is, there they 
may be- alſo, Job. xiv. 2, 3. And as He has 
taken Poſſeſſion of it in their Name; fo the 
Scriprure tells us, that at the laſt Day He will 
actually confer that Happineſs upon them, 
which he has prepared for them, and pro- 
miſed to them; we are in Heaven already in 
Him, and hereafger we ſhall have Poſſeſſion 
af it given us by Him: In Him already as our 
Proxy, and by Him hereafter, as our Judge. 
This is a vaſt Privilege we enjoy by our Sa- 
viour's Means, to be aſſured of this everlaſting 


- atid happy State: We all naturally defire Hap- 


pinefs; we ſeek for it in various Methods, bur 
wee are fure, we cannot find it here: Tis there- 
fore a great Comfort and Satisfaction to vs, to 
know, that there is a Place provided for us, and 
aſſured to us hereafter, where we may be eter· 
nally happy, if we will. 8 


But 


Ii re 


** 
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But theſe Privileges how great ſoever are not 

the only ones we have by His Means : There 

are other Advantages we are intitled to by 
Him, even in this World. | 

For God has not only promiſed Forgiveneſs - 


of Sins and erernal Happineſs to thoſe, who 
believe in Chriſt, but he has likewiſe: promiſed 


to take them for his Children even here, that 


he will be to them a Father, and they ſhall 
be to Him as Sons and Daughters. And in 
Vertue of that Relation, he promiſes them a 
Liberty of Acceſs to Him, as their Father, with 
Aſſurance of being heard in every Thing they 


aſk, provided they do not aſk amiſs, Rom. v. 2. 


Eph. ii. 18, Heb. x. 22, 23. 1 Ep. Job. iii. 
21, 22. | 

And as in order to our future Happineſs, he 
knew we ſhould meet with great Difficulties, 
and Temptations which might obſtruct, and 
diſcourage us in our Chriſtian Courſe, fo he has 
promiſed us ſuch Aid as is ſufficient for us, in 
the Aſſiſtance of his Holy Spirit; by che Help 
of which we ſhall be inabled to do all Things 
that are required of us. | 

FTheſe are fuch Privileges as we have in 
Hand, and theſe the Scripture ſays, we owe to 
dur Saviour's Mediation: For it is through Him 


that we are faid to receive the Adoption of 


Sons, Gal. iv. 5. Eph. i. 5. And through 
Faith in Him, that we are the Children of 
God, Cal. iii. 26. And in or by him that we 
have Boldneſs, and Acceſs with Confidence unto 
Cod. Epb. iii. 12. | 
. G 2 And 
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And chrough Him that we muſt hope to be 
heard of God in Prayer when we aſk in His 
Name and in Faith of his being ſent by God. 
Job. xv. 16. Fob. xvi. 23, 27. 

And whatever Aſſiſtance is promiſed from 
the Spirit, the Scripture tells us, that it is ow- 
ing only to our Saviour's Aſcenſion, and the 
Power of his Interceſſion for us. Foh. xiv. 16. 
Xvi. 

Theſe are the glorious Privileges all true 
Chriſtians are intitled to, by Vertue of our Re- 
demption by Chriſt, all which are conſequent 
on the Forgiveneſs of our Sins, and our Reſto- 
ration to the Fe avour of God. 


The Benefit of our Redemption conveyed to us by 


the $ acraments. 


UT then, as all theſe Privileges are offered 

to us by God only through the Mediation 

of Chriſt for us, provided we will accept the 
Offer through Him, ratifying in our own Per- 
ſon, what He has done in our Name, and de- 


op dicating ourſelves to His Service in an humble 


Senſe of our Tranſgreſſions; ſo ſince He has 
appointed ſeveral Inſtitutions for this End, it is 
only in a proper Uſe of thoſe Inſtitutions that 
we can be intitled to theſe Privileges. - 

And thence it is, that we are ſaid in Scrip- 
tute to be juſtified, and regenerate, and to receive 


the Spirit of God, and to become Heirs of Eter- 
Li Tife by Bapciſn 


- 
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Becauſe the Pardon of our Sins, which is the 
Meaning of Juſtification, is made over to us 
by Baptiſm, as it is appointed by our Saviour, 
as an outward Sign, by which we accept the 
Offer of Salvation made by Him, and ingage 
ourſelves to perform the Conditions of it. 

And for the ſame Reaſon we are faid to be 
Regenerated by it, as we hereby contract a new 
Relation to God, as he hereby adopts us for his 
Children, and receives us into his Family, and 
Houſhold, as our Father. 

And we are hereby likewiſe ſaid to receive the 


Spirit of God, as we are by this Act intitled to 


the Promiſe of His Aſſiſtance, and are put un- 
der his immediate Conduct, and Direction. In 
the firſt Ages of Chriſtianity, we read of ex- 
traordinary and miraculous Gifts conveyed to 
Chriſtians upon their Baptiſm : But we know 
of no ſuch Gifts in our Days: Tis enough that 
we are aſſured of all proper Aſſiſtance from 
Him, and this Aſſurance we have by Baptiſm. 
And laſtly we are ſaid to be made Heirs of 


Salvation by Baptiſm, in Conſequence of our 


being the adopted Children of God, to whom 


He has promiſed to give Eternal Lite through 


Chriſt, provided we will make ourſelves meer ro 
be Partakers of it by Repentance, and a holy Life. 
The fame Things may be ſaid of the Lord's 


Supper, as it is a Profeſſion of the ſame Faith 
and Holineſs, which we make at our Baptiſm, 
and as it was inſtituted for the fame End: 


For, as Baptiſm was appointed for the pub- 


lick Proſeſſion of our Faith in Chriſt, and of 
- "IF -Y our 
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our Acceptance of the Conditions required by 
Him in order to our Salvation: So the Lord's 
Supper was to ſhew, and declare our Continu- 
ance in this Profeflion: And as by every ſuch 
Act, we mult be ſuppoſed to renew the De- 
claration, and repeat the Vows we made at our , 
+ Baptiſm; ſo by Conſequence we renew and re- 
vive our Title 'to Pardon, and Adoption, the 
Aſſiſtance ' of the Divine Spirit, and Eternal 
Life: And we may aſſure ourſelves, that if we 
are but faithful to the Profeſſion we make, and 
the Vows we ingage ourſelves in by theſe Inſti- 
tutions, we may aſſure ourſelves, I ſay, that 
theſe ſeveral Privileges are by every ſuch Action 
new ſealed and confirmed to us, till we forfeit 


them by acting contrary to what we by them 


profeſſed and vowed to do. | 
And if this be true, as it appears to be, as 
this ſhews us the Neceſſity of obſerving theſe 
Inſtitutions, if we deſire the Benefits of our 
Saviour's Redemption, ſo from hence likewiſe 
we may be able to determine that famous Que- 
ſtion ſo much diſputed among Divines, whe- 
ther the Sacraments confer Grace, and how. 


Ho the Sacraments confer Grace. 


Do fince it appears from what has been 
I  faid, that by theſe Inſtitutions, duly, and 
rightly obſerved, according to the Intention of 
them, we are intitled to all the Mercies pur- 
chaſed for us, by the Sacrifice of the Death of 
Chriſt, they ate by Conſequence the inſtrumen- 
tal Means of conveying what we call the Grace 


E 
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of God to us. For by Grace is meant Favour, 
and by the Grace of God the Favour of God, 
And whatever will intitle us co the Favour of 
God may be properly ſaid to confer the Grace 
of God upon us. | 
Nou there can be no higher Inſtances of the. 

divine Favour ſhewn to Mankind, than thoſe 
Mercies and Privileges, which our Saviour hag 
procured for us, and promiſed to us in the Goſ- 
pel: And ſince the neceſſary Qualifications for 
theſe Mercies and Privileges are Faith and 
Repentance; and fince the Sacraments are re- 
quired, as outward Signs, by which we are 
to declare our Faith and Repentance, that 
thereby we may be intitled to theſe Mercies 
and Privileges; from hence it will follow, that 
the Sacraments obſerved for this End and Pur- 
poſe, are the Goſpel Means of conferring the 
Grace of God upon us: For if by theſe Inſtru- 
ments and Signs the Goſpel Mercies become 
ours, they are by Conſequence the Channels 
through which they are conveyed to us: And 
that not by Way of magical Charm, or mecha- 
nical Operation, as ſome are pleaſed to repre- 
ſent it, but in the ſame Manner and Senſe, as 
- Eſtates and other temporal Privileges are con- 
veyed to us by ſigning and ſealing of Deeds; 
and Indentures, as publick Tokens of our Aſ- 
ſent and Conſent to the Covenants therein con- 
tained: And 'as we all know, that by figning, 
and ſealing fuch Deed, or Indenture, we have 
an immediate Right to the Benefits, and Ad- 
vantages contained in it upon the Conditions 

1927.75 G 4 therein 


Nay 88) 


therein required of us; fo it is obvious, and 
intelligible to every Underſtanding, How we 
may Fave the ſame Right to all the Goſpel 
Mercies conveyed to us in the Uſe of the Chri- 
| ſian Sacraments, when obſerved, as publick De- 
clarations and Tokens of our Aſſent to what 
our Saviour has done for us, and our Conſent 
to the Conditions required of us by Him. 

This is an eaſy and intelligible Account of 
the Manner how the Sacraments confer Grace, 
as it is agreeable to the cuſtomary Way of con- 
veying Rights and Privileges in Human So- 
 Eiery. 


The N. eceſſity of the c briſtian Sacraments and the 
Danger of refuſing to comply with them. 


ND. as this ſhews us the Benefit of theſe 
Inſtitutions, and our Obligation not only 
to obſerve them, but to do it in a proper 
Manner, ſo it likewiſe ſhews us the Danger 
of refuſing our Compliance with them. 
For, as in Human Society, He who will not 
comply with the publick Forms appointed for 
the Conveyance of temporal Privileges, can 
have no legal Right to them: So neither can 
he, who refuſes to comply with the Goſpel 
Inſtitutions for che Conveyance of the Goſpel 
Mercies to us, have any Goſpel claim of Right 
to thoſe Mercies. 
How God may deal with ſuch Perſons whoſe 
Refuſal to obſerve his Ordinances is not owing 
to the Obliquity of their Will, but their Igno- 
rance, and therefore = be rather their Miſ- 
s l fortune, 
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be, than their Fault, I will not ſay: But 
as for thoſe, who know the Will of God bur 


will not 1 it; who, though they enjoy the | 


Goſpel Revelation, yet will not accept the Of- 
fer of Salvation in the Goſpel Way, what other 
Title they can have to it, I do not ſee. 

Such a wilful Oppoſition to the revealed Will 
of God does not betoken ſuch a teacheable 
and humble Spirit, as God delights in and has 
promiſed his Grace, and Favour to. Jam. iv. 

6. 1 Pel. v. 5. And it Men will not be ſaved 
in God's Way, I fear they will be diſappointed 
in their own. 

But here the Infidel objects, that it is very 
unreaſonable to make the Mercies and Favours 
of God to depend on mere Forms and Cere- 
monies as the Sacraments are, which have no 
natural Goodneſs in them: They think it arbi- 
trary and tyrannical to impoſe ſuch Things, 
which having no rational Connexion with the 
Ends they are appointed for, muſt be the Ef- 
fects of mere Will without Reaſon, and there- 
fore unworthy of a Wiſe, and Good God. 


An Objection againſt the Sacraments anſwered. 


HIS is a common Objection, and a very 

weak one. For the Mercies and Favours 
of God are not made to depend on the Sacra- 
ments, as bare Forms and Ceremonies, but on 
the Things fignified by them: For theſe Forms 
and Ceremonies are inſtituted, only as Signs to 
expreſs * What 1 Is „ nocellary to be done, but can- 
not 
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not in the Nature of Things be done without 
them, or ſomething equipollent to them. 
The Neceſſity of ſomething of this Nature 
we have already ſhewn. 
For fince God has been pleaſed to offer Re- 
conciliation to the World in the way of pub- 
lick Expiation through che Mediation and Sa- 
' crifice of Chriſt, we have already ſhewn, that 
there is a Neceſſity in the Nature of the Thing 
of ſome outward 8 Means to be appoint- 
ed, whereby to declare, that we accept the 
Offer, and aſſent to his Mediation, and Sacri- 
fice for us. | | 
And fince I have likewiſe before ſhewn, that 
in granting Pardon to the wicked World, it was 
reaſonable, that God ſhould require ſome pub- 
lick Confeſſion, and Recantation to be made by 
Sinners, to ſhew the Senſe. they have of His 
Juſtice, and ch&Qihgnour they have done him 
by their wicked Works, there was likewiſe a 
Neceſſity in this Reſpe& of ſome outward 
Means to be appointed tor chis Purpoſe: For 
how can any Man conceive it poſſibſe for any 
ſuch publick Action to be done by all the 
To World, without ſome publick Form, or Cere- 
mony appointed for it ? 4 
And ſince it further appears from what I 
have before ſaid, that it is reaſonable to expect 
that God Himſelf ſhould appoint in what Man- 
ner, He requires this Publick Confeflion, or 
Recantation ſhall be made, when he has ap- 
pointed the Sacraments for this Purpoſe, is it a 
reaſonable Objection that there is no natural 
8 Goodneſs 


1 
t 
= 
r 
* 
a 
W 
5 


# (91) 
Goodneſs in them, antecedent to that Appoint- 
ment? Can we expect any other Goodneſs in 


Signs, than that of Signs? And if it be fit for 


God to require ſuch Signs; whatever the 
Matter of them be, there is a natural Goodneſs 


in oblerving them when commanded: Natu- 


ral Reaſon teaches us to obey, when God com- 
mands, and every Act of Obedience to God's 
Will, however made known to us, is, as ſuch, 
an Act of Religion: And therefore when God 
commands the Obſervation of the Chriſtian 
Sacraments, as outward Signs of thoſe inward 


Diſpoſitions, which he requires, as neceſ- 


fary to his Favour and Mercy, though they 
have no natural Goodneſs in themſelves, yet 
we are under a natural Obligation to obſerve 
them in Obedience to the Will of God : And 
when they are obſerved, as God intended, with 
thoſe inward Diſpoſitions, which they are ap- 
pointed to expreſs, they ate religious Actions, 
bighly acceptable to God. 5 ; 
And it argues a great Weakneſs to cenſure 


ſuch Inſtitutions of want of Wiſdom, becauſe - 


they have no neceſſary Connexion with the End 
they are appointed for. 

All outward Signs are arbitrary Things, and 
depend intirely on the Will of thoſe who ap- 
E them and agree to the Uſe of them: The 

ſign of them is only to expreſs our inward 


Thoughts and Sentiments. And there is no 


more Neceſſity, that all ſuch Signs ſhould have 
a natural Relation to, or Connexion with the 
Things they are uſed for, than that all Words 

| and 
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and Names, which are Signs inſtituted for the 
ſame End, ſhould have a neceſſary Connexion 
with che Things, that are expreſſed by them. 
This we know they have not, and there is 
no Neceſſity they ſhould : Tis enough that 
People underſtand one another by ſuch Signs, 
whether they be Words or Actions, and 'tis 
not material what the Signs, Words and Ac- 
tions are ſo long as they are but underſtood. 
Without ſuch publick Signs, by which Man- 
kind expreſs their Sentiments to one another, 
no publick Affairs of Society can be tranſact- 
ed: And whatever Forms and Ceremonies are 
23 for this Purpoſe, tis ſufficient, that 
they are appointed: And it ſignifies nothing 
what they are in their own Natures. 
Among ourſelves, and all other Societies at 
this Day, we know that Affairs of the greateſt 
Importance are carried on, and Rights of the 
higheſt Nature are acquired and transferred by 
that known Ceremony of writing our Names, 
and ſetting our Seals: When tis plain, that 
there can be no natural Relation, or Connexion 
between my Name, and Seal, and another Man's 
having my Eſtate, or any thing elſe belonging 
to me, but that it is an appointed Sign, by 
which I declare my Agreement to the Con- 
tract contained in the Writing, to which my 
Hand and Seal is put: And did ever any Man 
of Senſe condemn the Wiſdom either of the 
Inſtitution itſelf, or thoſe, that appointed it ? 
- And if not, is it reaſonable, when God has 
thought fit to offer many great and oye 
03:34 5 [Ts 
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Privileges to Mankind on certain Conditions re- 
quired of them, and has appointed the Sacra- 
ments, as the outward Signs by which we are 
to declare our Acceptance of the Offer, and 
our Aſſent to the Terms, is it reaſonable, I ſay, 
to arraign his Wiſdom and Goodneſs in this 
Diſpenſation, becauſe there is no natural Con- 
nexion between theſe Sacraments, and the Pri- 
vileges conveyed by them? 

If it be fit and neceſſary that ſome inſtitu- 
ted Rites and Ceremonies ſhould be obſerved 


1n confirming Covenants and conveying Rights 


and Privileges in civil Society, why is it not 
reaſonable and fit for God to appoint ſuch 
Rites and Ceremonies for the conveying Rights 


and Privileges in a Chriſtian and Religious So- 


ciety? And why muſt ſuch Ceremonies be. of 
leſs Obligation, when appointed by God, than 
they. are, when appointed by Men ? 

It is very hard, that we will not allow God 
the ſame Right in diſpenſing his Favours, as 
we mult and do to every Society, nay to every 
one in the World; that is, To beſtow them in 


what Manner and on what Terms they pleaſe. 


And yet when God makes us the Offer of 
the greateſt Favours and Privileges, that Man- 
kind are capable of receiving from Him, be- 
cauſe He has appointed the Sacraments to. be 
the Inſtrumental Means of conveying them to 
us, as Signs, by which He requires us to declare 
our Acceptance of 'the Offer, on the Terms 
they are promiſed to us, this is condemned as 
arbitrary and tyrannical in Him, unworthy of a 


Wiſe and Good Being. This 
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poſſible to ingage us to a Holy Life. 
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This is very ſtrange in Men that pretend to 
fet up for Maſters of Reaſon. But it is ſtill 


more ſtrange to find ſuch Objections in the 
Mouths of People pretending to be Advocates 


for moral Righteouſneſs : For if they had any 
true and ſincere Regard to moral Righteouſneſs 


they would gladly comply with every Method 
. that might be inſtrumental to it: 


And yet from what has been ſaid, they can- 
not but ſee how wiſely the Chriſtian Inſtitu- 
tions are contrived for this Purpoſe, as they na- 
turally tend to preſerve in our Minds a lively 


Senſe of the Love of God to Mankind, as 


likewiſe of His Holineſs, and Juſtice, of His 
Hatred of Sin and Love of Righteouſneſs, and 


our Obligation to depart from all Iniquity, if 


we would be intitled to His Favour and 
Mercy: | Wh 


No one can deny, but a Senſe of theſe Things 


duly imprinted on our Hearts is naturally pro- 
ductive of a good Life, | ; 

And is it not therefore ſtrange to ſee the 
Chriſtian Inſtitutions - ſo violently oppoſed un- 
der the Notion of Zeal for moral Righteouſ- 


neſs; which are of fo apparent Uſe to that Pur- 


pole, and which would not probably have been 
injoined, but for their natural Fitneſs and 
Congruity, to promote that undeniably neceſ- 
ſary End; as they fet before vs continually, 
when rightly obſerved, the ſtrongeſt Motives 


Thus 
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Thus we ſee what is meant by the For- 
iveneſs of our Sins, and how Chriſtians are 
intitled to it. | 
And from the whole of what has been ſaid 
conſidered together, I think we have a clear and 


full View of the Scheme of our Redemption 


by the Blood of Chriſt, as it is ſet forth to us 
in the New Teſtament, underſtood in its plain 
and natural Meaning, without artful Gloſſes, 
and Metaphyſical Subtleties: And as this was 
the whole of my Deſign in this Diſcourſe, I 
would here conclude, but that there are one or 
two things yet behind, which I think neceſſa- 
ry to be taken Notice of, as they may be of 
uſe to the farther clearing of this Subject. 
And they are theſe : k 


Queſtions to be anſwered. Er 
N the firſt Place we may obſerve, that 


ſince it appears from what has been faid, 
that we can have no Share in what our Savi- 


our has done without Faith in Him, and that 


not only as a Prophet, but a Sacrifice; this 
may give us Occaſion to inquire into the Que- 
ſtion, much diſputed by Divines, how far the 
Redemption of Chriſt extends, and how it 
can be ſaid to be univerſal, 
24h), Since it does appear from what has 
been ſaid, that all who are redeemed by Chriſt, 
have Forgiveneſs of their Sins: Here a Que- 
ſtion naturally offers itſelf, how it comes to 
Pete, (hat they, who are guilty of the Sin a- 
£01 the Holy Ghoſt, have no Share in rhig 
| | Re- 
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Redemption, and why their Sin ſhall never be 


forgiven ? £7 hi 1 
Both theſe are Queſtions very material, and 
ſuch as every one that conſiders this Subject, 
will naturally expect an Anſwer to; and from 
what has been ſaid in the foregoing Treatiſe, 


they will fiad an caſy Reſolution of them. 
1 Univerſal Redemption confudered. 


A* the Firſt of them, The extent of the 
1 Redemption wrought by Chriſt, the 
Scripture repreſents it as univerſal ; Jeſus 
Cbriſt is ſaid to be the Saviour of all, to ſeek 
end. ſave that which was loft, and to have died 
For all, for every Man, for the whole World. 
But he did not intend to fave them whether 
they would or not: He was to offer Salvation 
to all that would accept ir, of all Nations and 
Languages without reſpect of Perſons: And as 
He ſent out his Apoſtles, and indued them 
with proper Gifts and Powers for this Pur- 
poſe; ſo all that accept the Offer of it onthe 
Tecs of the Goſpel Covenant, are thereby 
aſſured of their Redemption by Chriſt. 
As Mankind are Free Agents, they muſt be 
dealt with, as ſuch, and when the Goſpel Re- 
velation is made known to them, and proper 
Motives given to bring them to the Belief of it, 
they muſt be left to themſelves, whether they 
W.ͤꝛill receive it, or not. And tho few happen e- 
ventually to be ſaved by it, it is their own 
Fault; their Deſtruction is of themſelves. 3 
G- 


iii) 
Redemption may nevertheleſs be faid to be 
univerſal, which is intended for and offered to 
all that will accept it, and ſubmit to the Terms 
and Conditions of it. x 

But the chief Difficulty of the Queſtion 
conſiſts in this, Whether the Redemption of 
Chriſt is of any Benefit to thoſe who never heard 
of it: For fince our Saviour is repreſented 
as a Propitiation only for thoſe that believe 
in Him; and fince no one can believe in what 
he knows' nothing of, from hence it follows, 
that they only are capable of any Benefit by 


the Redemption of Chriſt, to whom the Goſ- 


pel is made known. And this, I think, to be 
very true, if, the Redemption of Chriſt be con- 


ſidered, as owing to his Death, as a Sacrifice 


of Propitiation only. 
For ſince every ſuch Sacrifice is an Offer- 


ing made by Sinners, as an Act of Humiliation 


for their Sins, if the Death of Chriſt be a pro- 
pitiatory Sacrifice for the Sins of all the World, 
all the World muſt ſome way or other join in 
it, ſo as to make it their Offering; and how 
can they do this who know nothing of it, or 
do not know what it was intended for ? | 

For this Reaſon I make no Doubt, bur that 
ſince this Method of Redemption by the Blood 
of Chriſt was determined and appointed by 
God, before the Foundation of the World, it 
was revealed to our Firſt Parents, as a Com- 
fort to them in the ſad Condition they had 
"Ana themſelves and their Poſterity into hy 

in. 
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And that Sacrifices were appointed, not 
=. for a continual Remembrance of the pro- 
-miſed Mercy by the Sacrifice of the Death of 
Chriſt, but alſo as a Memorial of it before 
God, by which they declared their Faith in it 
and Dependence on it, thro all Ages till his 
coming, as our Sacraments are appointed for 
the ſame End, fince his coming to be conti- 
wore thro'/all Ages to the End of the World. 

And for this Rea ſon it may be, that our Sa- 
viour is called the Lamb ſlain from the Foun- 
dation of the World. 

And it is v wy probable, chat; it was by A- 
Bits Faith in this Saviour to come, chat he 
offered a more acceptable Sacrifice chan Cain, 
who would not ſubmit to the Inſtitution, but 
would rather come to God by a Sacrifice of 
his own chooſing, ſuch as his own Reaſon di- 
rected, like our modern Deiſts, than that which 


mad been appointed by God; depending rather 


upon the Acceptance of | his Offering from 
the natural Goodneſs and Intention of it, than 
mow: the Death of the promiſed Saviour. 

This, I ſay, is probable; and it is no Ob- 
je&tion to this, that St. Paul ſpeaking of this 
Faith of Abel ſeems to make it to conſiſt on] 
in a Belief in God, as the Rewarder of thoſe 
that diligently ſeek bim; for he might never- 
theleſs expect his Reward thro' the Death of 
the Saviour promiſed, and his Faith in his 
Death he might have cxprefied in the Sacrifice 
be offered. 


And 
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And if this was fo, here was the ſame Means 
provided to give the World a Title to the Sa- 
crifice of Chriſt before his coming, as fince ; 
namely, by Faith in his Death declared by 
a viſible Sign and outward Memorial of it. 

But if we conſider the Death of Chriſt, not 
barely as a Sacrifice, but as the finiſhing Act 
of that Obedience, which was required of 
Him by God, as a Means of our Reconcilia- 
tion co Him, and as a Condition which he 
would accept, as a Price paid for it: If we 
conſider it, I ſay, in this Light, then ſince this 


Price was paid for the whole World, the whole 


World are intitled to ſuch Benefits purchaſed 
by it, as they are capable of, even tho' they 
Know, nothing of it. | 

What theſe Benefits are we cannot pretend 
to ſay; but the Scripture ſays, that the times of 
Heachen Ignorance God winked at, that is, He 
had Compaſſion on their Sins, and this might 
for ought we know be the Effect of our Sa- 


viour's Redemption; thro' whom God might 


ſs over their Tranſgreſſions as the Iniquities 
of Children that knew no better. 

And as our Saviour likewiſe ſays, that in Hea- 
ven in his Father's Houle, there are many Man- 
ſions, ſo He may have provided a proper Place 


for ſuch as know him not, who live up to 


the Light they have. | 
But this is what we know nothing of : 


When we ſpeak of theſe things, we can bur 


gueſs, and it is enough if our Gueſſes are but 
E009 H 2 pro- 
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probable, nay but i | poſſible in things of 
this Nature. 

But after all that can be. faid, this is what 
we have nothing to do with. How God will 
deal with the dark Heathen World, we are 
not told, and we may be ſaved without know- 
ing that. It is ſufficient that we know what 

concerns our ſelves ; this is plainly taught us, 

and we muſt; be content with what is revealed: 
Secret things belong to God, and it is a bold 
Curioſity in us to ſearch into them ; but 
much more to object againſt the Providence of 
God for what we are not judges of, and what . 
our ſhallow Capacities cannot reach. And 
this is all that 1 ſhall ſay to this Queſtion. 

The next thing to be inquired into is, how 
it comes to paſs, that ſince all who are re- 
deemed by Chriſt, have Forgiveneſs of their 
Sins; they who are guilty of the Sin againſt 
the Holy Ghoſt, have no Share in this Re- 
demption, and 61.6 22700 zin ſhall never Bow 
Jorgiven. et 


of the Sin againſt the eee Gay, and why 
| X We donable. 


"HIS is th Difficulty : Bur from what 

has been before ſaid, the Solution is eaſy : 

For ſince it appears, that according to the Goſ- 

pel all People have Redemption thro' the 
Blood of Chriſt, and are reſtored to the Favour 

of God, who will accept the Offer by Faith in 
Ariſt, and fit chemſelves for it by Repen- 
tance; 
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tance; from hence it will follow, that if the 


Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt ſhall not be for- 
given, it muſt be ſuch a Sin as rejects the Of- 
fer of Redemption by Chrift, and refuſes to 
accept it at his Hands, and that in ſuch a man- 
ner as cannot be repented of: What this un- 
pardonable Sin conſiſts in, there are various 
Opinions amongſt Divines. The moſt com- 


monly received Opinion is, that it conſiſts in 


aſcribing our Saviour's Miracles to the Devil; 
but this I humbly conceive was not the Sin, 
but only the Occaſion of what our Saviour 
faid concerning it. | 

In the account of this Matter given us by 
St. Matthew, Chap. xii. 22, Sc. we are told, 


that our Saviour having cured a Perſon poſſeſ- 


ſed with a Devil, the People being amazed, be- 


gan toconclude that he was their Meſſiah, the 


Son of David. | 
Upon this the Phariſees objeQ- againſt him, 


| that what he did was done by the Power of the 


Devil: This our Saviour proves to be a ma- 
licious Calumny, and from thence took Occa- 
ſion to let them know the Conſequence, it 
they ſhould do by the Holy Ghoſt, as they 
had done by him. 

Wherefgre T ſay unto you, v. 31. that is, be- 
eauſe you accuſed me of dealing with the De- 
vil, therefore 1 ſay unto you, All manner of 


Sin and Blaſphemy ſhall be forgiven unto Men: 


But the Blaſphemy againſt the Holy Ghoſt ſhall 
not be forgiven unto Men. $541 
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» And 'whoſaever ſpeuleth a Word aguinſt the 
Smof Man, it ſhall be forgiven him ; * 0b 
ſoever ſpeaketh againſt the Hoh Gboſt, it ſhall not 
* forgrven bim, &c. 
Now by the Son of Man is meant our "il 
viour himſelf; and by Blaſphemy is meant 
ſpeaking againſt him falſely Sq calumniouſly. 
And in this he refers not only to the many 
falſe and reproachful Speeches, that had been 
at ſeveral times urged againſt Him; but alſo 
to that particular Calumny, which was the 
immediate Occaſion of theſe Words, namely, 
his dealing with the Devil. Now theſe Ca- 
lumnies, he ſays, are capable of Forgiveneſs, 
(that is ſo far as they are repented of, for 
without that; no Sin will be forgiven ) bur 
the Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt ſhall not be 
forgiven, and that as Iſhall ſhow by and by, 
becauſe it cannot be repented of. 
This Sin is here called Blaſphemy or Ca- 
lumny, and ſpeaking againſt the Holy Ghoſt ; 
and by this: fpeaking againſt the Holy Ghoſt, 
muſt naturally be meant their ſpeaking againſt 
the Gifts and Powers of the Holy Ghoſt, as 
they had ſpoken againſt the Works done by our 
Saviour, imputing chem to che Operation of 
the Devil. 
And ot this Sin agen the Holy Ghoſt, he 
ſays, that whoſoever ſhall ab be guilty of 

diy he ſhall not be forgiven ; for the Word in 
the Greek (i 97 SNαα iE v. Ne . the 
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And tho! this imputing our Saviour's Works 


to the Devil wis the Occaſion of his ſaying, 
that he did them by the Spirit of God, yet it 
is very probable, that by this Expreſſion was 
underſtood no more, but chat he did them by 
the Power of God. | | 

And by imputing them to the Devil, they 


could not be ſaid to ſpeak againſt the Holy 


Ghoſt, becauſe as yet they did not An- 
there was any Holy Ghoft : It does not appear, 
that they had any Notion of any ſuch diſtinct 
djvine Perſon ; or it they had, if this ſpeak- 
ing againſt Him, had been the unpardon- 
able Sin, none that had been guiky of it could 
be capable of Pardon; whereas we read of 


many converted after this, and admitted to 


the Covenant of Grace by Baptiſm, who pro- 
bably had been guilty of it; as they had been 
guilty of crucifying our Saviour, as a De- 
ceiver or Impoſtor, and by Conſequence muſt 
probably. have believed, and fallen in with the 
popular Calumny of imputing his Miracles to 


the Devil. As ii. 22, 23. And, | 


To this we may add, that it is very unrea- 
ſonable to think, that our Saviour ſhould make 
it a ſtanding fundamental Article of his Reli- 
gion, that they who ſhall accept Salvation thro' 
Him, ſhall have Forgiveneſs of their Sins upon 
their Repentance; and yet ſhould denounce. an 
irreverſible Condemnation on this Sin of impu- 


ting his Works to the Devil, (if this had been 
the Sin he aimed at) when it is plain there 


were many Evidences then to come, by which 


H 4 they 
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they might be convinced of their Sin, and 
brought co Repentance for it. 
Our Saviour's Death, and the Wonders that 
attended it; his RefurreAion, Aſcenſion, and 
the Gifis of the Holy Ghoſt were Evidences yer 
_ unknown to the World: And it is to this laſt 
Evidence of our Saviour's Miſſion and Authori- 
ty. that He moſt probably refers in theſe Words: 
Andtherefore when he ſays, that whoſoever ſhall 
| hereafter reſiſt this laſt Evidence of his Miſſion, 
and blaſpheme the Gitts and miraculous Pow- 
ers of the Holy Ghoſt, as the Phariſees hade 
blaſphemed . Works, ſhall never be forgiven, 
the Reaſon is very obvious and intelligible, be- 
cauſe this is the laſt Teſtimony that was to 
be given to Chriſtianity, and there is nothin 
further left to bring them to Repentance. 
This I take to be the Meaning of our Sa- 
viour's Words, which muſt be underſtood, as 
if he had ſpoken to the Phariſees to this Effect. 
You fee the wondrous Works I have done 
in my Father's Name, as the Son of God, which 
are ſufficient to convince you that'I am ſent 
by God, but you will not believe in me. You 
conceive me to be only the Son of Man, and an 
Impoſtor, acting by the Power of the Devil: 
This is an unreaſonable Calumny, becauſe the 
Devil cannot be ſuppoſed to caſt out Devils, 
by which he muſt deſtroy his own Kingdom; 
but yet how unreaſonable ſoever this is, this 
is poſſible to be forgiven, becauſe it may be 
tepented of, And there are ſeveral Evidences 
„ | yet 


f ( 205 ) 
yet remaining to be offered to you, by which 
you may be convinced of your Sin. 


He who will not be perſuaded by my pre- 


ſent Works, ſhall ſee greater Works than theſe. 
As a Proof of my Sincerity, he ſhall ſee me lay 
down my Life in Confirmation of my coming 
from God; and when I am dead, he ſhall fur- 
ther ſee the Teſtimony of God in my Behalf, 
when the Veil of the Temple ſhall be torn to 


pieces, the Earth ſhall quake, and the Rocks be 


rent, and the Graves be opened, and the Dead 


raiſed. And after all this, I will riſe from the 
Dead, and aſcend into Heaven, and ſend the 


Gift of the Holy Ghoſt on my Diſciples, to 


enable them to preach the Goſpel to all 


Nations, and confirm it by ſuch a Courſe of 
Miracles, as will be ſufficient to convince the 
World of Sin, if they don't believe in me : 
And if you ſhall hereafter do by theſe Gifts 
and the Miracles wrought thro' che Power of 


the Holy Ghoſt, as you have done already by 


the Miracles you have ſeen me do, and im- 
pute them to the Devil, as you have done mine, 
there is no Remedy remaining for you, but you 
muſt die in your Sins, and the Wrath of God 
abide upon you. This I think to be a natural 
Paraphraſe of our Saviour's Words: And if ſo, 
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The Si againſt the Holy Ghoft' not poſtble "Hill 


after our Saviour's Time. 


by che Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt muſt 
meant an obſtinare Rejection Ws Chriſt, in 
Oppoſition to and in Contempt of the Evi- 
dence given to him by the Gifts and Powers 
imparted to the Apoſtles by che Holy Ghoſt, 
And if this be the Meaning of it, I cannot ſee 


F. OM what has been faid it appears, chat 


why this Sin ſhould be confined only to our 


$a tour s Time: It is rather plain, that it could 
fot be committed in his Time, nor at any time, 
tin after che Deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt, And 
1 don't fee why it may not as well be com- 
mitted in our Days, who have the ſeveral 


Gifts and Powers of the Holy Ghoſt revealed 


to us, if we reject them as Impoſtures, as if 
we had lived in the Apoſtle's Time: And there- 
fore they who ſhall apoſtatiſe from Chriſtiani- 


| 9 after they have received the Knowledge of 


e Truth, teſecting the Bib of. Cbriſt as a 
Sacrifice for Sin, and counting it as an unboly 


Thing, that is, efteeming it either as the Blood 


of a *Malefactor and Deceiver, or at leaſt a 
common Man; and ſhall do 4: eſpite to the Spi- 
rit of Grace, that is, ſhall contemn the Holy 
Ghoſt, which confirmed his Authority, and 
account all his Gifts and Operations as Delu- 
fions; what is this but finning againſt the 


Holy Ghoſt ; and what is there left to bring 


ſuch Men to Repentance, without which they 
cannot be forgiven? St. Paul ſays, it is im- 
poſſible 
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N to renew ſuch Men to Repentante, 

vi. 4, 5, 6. — x. 26. and as impoſſible 
for them io eſcape Cod's Vengeance. 
For how ſhall we eſcape, ſays he, if we neg- 
le& ſo great Salvation, which at firſt began 
to be ſpoken by the Lord, and was afterwards 
confirmed by thoſe chat heard him, God al- 
ſo bearing them Witneſs by Signs and Won- 
ders, and divers Miracles and Gifts of the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt? Heb. ii. 3. The Gifts of the Holy 
Ghoſt were the laſt Evidence; and if all theſe 
rogether will not convince, whatother Evidence 


can we hope for? If we will not accept of Par- 


don and Salvation in the Goſpel way; how 
ſhall we eſcape the Vengeance of God? 
And if Men were capable of this unpardon- 
able Sin of reſiſting the Evidence given to 
Chriſtianity by the Holy Ghoſt in the Apoſtle's 
Time, as he plainly intimates they might by 
his Endeavours to diſſuade them from it, why 
may not we be guilty of it in our Days, as 
well as they? N 

There is no Difference between them and 
us in this Reſpect, but that we do not ſee the 
Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, as they did: But if 
we have ſufficient Evidence that there were 
ſuch Gifts, and yet will be Infidels in ſpite of 
them, our Infidelity is as wilful as theirs was; 
and we have as little hope of Pardon, as they 
had. | 
'And this ſhould be a Warning to all Chri- 


ſtians to tale heed, leſt there be in any of them 


an evil Heart of Unbelief in departing from the 
troing God : | 'Tis 


- { 108 ) 
"Tis now become faſhionable to be Infidels, 
dnd too many, I doubt, make Infidelity their 
Study, and ſeek our for Arguments to perſuade 
themſelves into it: But they don't conſider what 
they are doing: As we are all Sinners, one 
would think, that we ſhould be all glad to re- 
ceive the joyful Tidings of Salvation : And as 
we are naturally too eaſy in believing, what 
we deſire and with for, one would expect, that 
Sinners ſhould be willing to fall in with any 
Diſpenſation of Pardon and Mercy, that is 

bur probable, or even barely poſſible. 

And therefore when we ſee Men endeavour- 
to throw off Chriſtianity, that gives them 
the ſtrongeſt Aſſurance of Mercy upon the 
ſtrongeſt Evidence poſſible of a divine Authori- 
ty, what can be the Reaſon of this Conduct, 
but Spite and Perverſeneſs? And if this has but 
any, the leaſt, Reſemblance to the Sin againſt 
the Holy Ghoſt, nothing ſhould be more terri- 
ble to a thinking Man, that believes in God, 
and a future Judgment, and is ſenſible of his 
Need of Mercy. If the Sin againſt the Teſti- 
mony of the Holy Ghoſt ſhall never be for- 
ziven, a prudent Man would be afraid of every 
hing, that is but like it, leſt he come even 
within the Borders of a certain Damnation. 
: Thus have 1 finiſhed what I have to ſay, 


Which is, | think, all that is material to be ſaid 
on this Subject. | 
What I have ſaid is, as I conceive, intirely 
agreeable to Scripture, and I hope may be uſe- 
ful to the right Knowledge of Chriſtianity. : | 
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It ſets before us a clear, eaſy, conſiſtent, ra- 
tional Scheme of our Redemption, highly con- 
ducing to the Honour of God, and the Refor- 
mation of the World. | 

And that the Reader may ſee it in one View, 
the Subſtance of the whole May be compriſed 
in the few following Words, namely, | 


A Recapitalation of what has been ſaid. 


TT Hat God the Father of our Lord Jeſus 
| Chriſt, foreſeeing from all Eternity how 
Mankind would a& after their Creation, what 


Miſeries they would bring themſelves into by 


Sin, and what Remedy they would ſtand in 


need of, to preſerve them from Ruin, decreed 


before the Foundation of the World; out of 
mere Love and Goodneſs to His Creatures, to 


provide this Remedy for them, and to offer ic 
to them, ſo ſoon as it ſhould be proper to ap- 
ply it, and Mankind be in a proper Diſpoſition 


to receive it. 


The Remedy provided by God the Father 


was to be offered to the World by Jeſus Chriſt, 
whom the Scripture repreſents to have had a 


Being with God, and in Glory with Him before 
the World was, and that God the Father enter- 
ed into Covenant with Him for the Execution 
of this great Deſign in Time to come : And 
for this Purpoſe appointed, that he ſhould de- 


ſcend from Heaven, and leave His Glory there 


to come down upon the Earth to act as a Me- 
diator between Him, and Sinners. 


4 5 As 
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As a Mediator on God's Part, He was to of- 
for Peace and Reconciliation, on the Condition 
of their Repentance, and Reformation, to all, 
that would accept the Offer at his Hands, as 
the Meſſenger, and "Miniſter of God. Andi in 
ordet to this Reconciliation He was to teach 
them how God required them to live, with 
proper Motives to ib them to it. And that 

He might do- this in a Way moſt likely to work 
upon them, He was 'to take Human Nature, 
that being a Man like themſelves, He might 
Inftru& chem, not only by His Dadtrine, bur 
Example. 

But though He was to appear in Fun 
Nature, yet as He was to act in the Name, 
and by the Authority of God, which r. 
a Perſon of ſuirable Dignity, and Perfections, 
fo God appointed, thar His taking Human Na- 
ture upon Him, ſhould be in ſuch a Way, as 
that He ſhould be at wm ſame Time the Son 
of. God: 
Aud as there wauld 1 a Neceffity for the 
Diſchar e of che Work, He was to be ſent 
upon, t that He ſhould be indued with extraor- 
dinaty Gifts, and Powers, not only to guide 
Him into all Truth, that He might be per- 
. Fealy qualified ro make known the perfect Will 
of God, but to convince the World of His 
Nliffon, and Authority, that He was the Son 
of God ; fo it pleaſed the Father, that in Him 
thould all the Fullneſs of the Godhead dwell, 
that, as He was to act in the Name and Be- 
Hall of God, whatever He ſhould teach, com- 
4 * mand, 


ad ks mi a „ _ En. i 
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mand, or promiſe might be received, and ar- 
quieſced in, as the Word and Will of God. 

This is the Subſtance of our Saviour's Me- 
diation on God's Part: And as this was what 
our Saviour undertook, ſo the Scripture tells 
us that the Father perſonally united Himſelf to 
Him, and became one with Him, and dwelt 
in Him in ſuch a Manner, that whatever He 
ſpake in the Name of God, God (the Father) 
Fl ake by Him, and the Works that He did in 
God's Name, 'God (the Father) did by Him, 

But as our Saviour was to act for God with 
Sinners, ſo there was ſomething required of 
Him, as a Mediator for Sinners with God: 
And that which He was to do on their Behalf 


was to offer Himſelf, as a Sacrifice of Atone- 


ment for them. 
All Sin is a Diſhonour to God, as the Gover- 
nor of the World; it reflects on His Laws, as 
unwiſe, or unpracticable; and if wilful, and 
preſumptuous, tis an Act of Rebellion: And 
therefore though God decreed to pardon Sin- 


ners, yet he required it to be done in ſuch a 


Way, as that the Sinners ſhould make Him 
Satisfaction for the Injury they had done Him 
by the Diſhonout they had brought upon his 
Laws, and Government by their Wickedneſs. 
The Satisfaction He required was a publick 


Sacrifice in which all Sinners were to join; as a 


my. Confeſſion of their Guilt, and a pub- 
ick Act of their Humiliation and Repentance 
for it: And the Sacrifice appointed for this 
Purpoſe was the Blood of Chriſt, - 
102 : God 


1 
Sold foreknew how the Jews would deal 
with Him, what Indignities they would treat 
Him with, and what a ſhameful and miſerable 
Death they would put Him to, and upon our 
Saviour's voluntary Submiſſion to this Death, 
God promiſed to accept it, as a Sacrifice of 
Atonement for all Sinners, that would join in 
it, by accepting His Mediation for them, and 
aſſenting to what He ſhould do in their Name. 
This ſeems to be the Scripture Scheme of 
Providence for the Redemption of Mankind, 
and the Subſtance of the Covenant relating to 
it, between God and our Saviour before the 
Creation of the World 8 
This was the Deſign laid by the Father, and 
propoſed to our Saviour, as the Work, which 
God required of Him, under Promiſe of being 
reconciled to the ſinſul World: This Recon- 
cCiliation promiſed was probably the Joy that 
Was ſer before Him: And in Conſequence of 
this Covenant, and in Ptoſpect of this Joy, as 
He came down from Heaven to take our Na- 
ture, and be born of a Woman, when the 
Time appointed for it was accompliſhed; call. 
ed in Scripture the Fulneſs of Time: And as 
in this Nature He fulfilled the Work, and un- 
derwent the Deach, which te Council of God 
had determined for Him, Acts iv. 28. chearful- 
ly enduring the Croſs, and deſpiſing the Shame, in 
_ Compariſon of the Motive He had in View; 
ſo we are hereby faid to be Redeemed by Him, 
as he has performed what God required of 
Him, as the Price to be paid for it. « 
HER ut 
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But then it is to be conſidered, that ſince 


the Blood of Chriſt is a Propitiation only, for 


thoſe that believe in Him, and accept His Me- 


diation for them, and Aſſent to what he has 


ſuffered, as a Sacrifice in their Name; tis ne- 
ceflary that every one, who would be intitled 
to Redemption by His Blood, as their Sacrifice, 
ſhould ſome way or other declare, and acknow- 
ledge this their Faith in Him; and j join in his 
Sacrifice by their Aſſent to it. 

And ſince all Mankind are Sinners, and fince 
the Declaration,' and Acknowledgment to be 
made by all Sinners does neceſſarily requite that 


it be done in Publick, as a publick Act of the 


Sinner's Humiliation, and Repentance, and as a 
ublick Satisfaction made to God for the Diſ- 
— they have done Him by their wicked 
Works : * 
And fince it is Mkevident; that ſuch pub- 


ner Ah cunnde de dane in fuch 4 Manner, as 


we can be ſure will be aeceptable to God, un- 
leſs appointed by God Himſelf; ſo we have 
three Inſtitutions rden, for this Purpoſe, 


Firſt that al who accept Jeſus Chriſt for 
their Redeemer, and aſſent to his Death, as a 
Sacrifice in their Name, ' ſhall” declare it by 
Baptiſm, as an Emblematick Sign of his Death 
and Burial and Reſurrection, and of our Death 
ve Sin, and our rifing __ to Righteouſ- 
n 
- 2dly, That they often meet together in Re- 
m rance of His Death, as a publick own- 
This I 


| ing 


N by (/ 'I 1 4 ; 
ing of His Sacrifice for them, and in full 
Tookt 3 in God's Mercy for MP. Sake. of 1 it upon 
their Reformation, 

Laſtly, That they all come unto God thro! | 
Chritt, as their Mediator and Sacrifice in all 
their. Addreſſes to God and all the Services they 

y Him, hoping for Acceptance only thro? 
His (our Saviour s) Death: And ſince they 
only are capable of Redemption by the Death 
of Chriſt who accept His Mediation for them, 
and aſſent to what he has done in their Name; 
and ſince it is by theſe Inſtitutions, that we are 
required to make; Declaration of this Accept- 
ance, and Aſſent, it follows, that 'tis by theſe; 
Inſtitutions only, that we are capable of partak- 
ingof the Benefits of our Saviout's Redemption. 
But ſtill we muſt remember that theſe Be- 
nefits are not annexed to the bare Acts of theſe 
 Iſticunons themſelves, but only as they are 
done, as outward Signs of thoſe inward Diſpo- 
N 0 intended 30 be Fxprelied, and declared . 


$i cher efore e abough; it L at in 2 EH 
to our Redemption by Chriſt, that we a yer 
ouſly obſerve” theſe appointed Ordinances, yet 
it is equally neceſſary, that we doit in a 
per Manner, without which they will 100 
nothing, dat will all be fruitleſs and in vain. 
This is a ſhort Abſtract of What I have ſaid, | 
in which the Reader has a general View of che 
Covenant of our Redemption between God, 
and our Saviour, before the Creation of the 
: World; and I think * is nothing in all 150 
„ ut 


6115) 
but what is e and not above the Ca- 


pacity of any common Chriſtian. 


But there is another Part of the Cami 
between God and our Saviour, which the Scrip- 
ture ſpeaks of, and which I have not taken any 
Notice of : And this relates chiefly to our Sa- 
viour himſelf, and ſeems to be offered to Him, 

as a Motive of Reward for the Work He was 
to undertake in order to our Redemption; and 
It is this, namely, That, whereas He was to 
take our Nature, and ſuffer Death, He ſhould 
not continue in that State, but be raiſed again 


the third Day, and be taken into Heaven in 


His Human Body, where He ſhould be ſet af 
the Right Hand of God in the Fulneſs of Foy and 
Power ; crowned with Glory and Honour, having 
all Things both in Heaven and Earth made ſub- 
Jeez to him. 

This glorious State our Saviour 1s already 
poſſeſſed of, and in this State He is to reign till 
the Conſummation of all Things, 

The Scripture tells us, that there is a Time 
when the Frame of this World ſhall be de- 
ſtroyed, when the Heavens ſhall be diſſolved with 
Fire, and the Elements melt with fervent - Heat, 
and then all Mankind both dead and living 
ſhall be ſummoned before our Saviour, as their 
Judge, to give up their Accouns before His Tri- 
bunal, and receive according to their Deeds: 


And when our Saviour has finiſhed this Work, 


which God the Father ordained and appointed 
for Him; becauſe He is the Son of Man, He 
is then to refign His Kingdom tothe Father, that 
Cad may be all in all. 1 Cor. xv. 28, Whe⸗ 


E66) 

Whether before this Reſignation of His King- 
dom, there is not to be a Renovation of all 
Things after the Diſſol ution ſpoken of, and whe- 
ther there will not be new Heavens, and a new 
Earth created, wherein tbe Rigbtecus are to dwell 
and inherit the Kingdom prepared for them from 
the Beginning of the World; And whether Jeſus 
Chriſt is not to reign over this Kingdom of 
the Righteous a 1000 Years, has been variouſly 
diſputed by learned Men. It is certain, that 
We are directed by our Saviour to pray, that 

the Kingdom of God may come, in which 
His Will ſhall be done on Earth, as it is in 
Heaven: And if this be the Kingdom of the 
Meſſias, if we are not required to pray in vain, 
for what cannot be, and was not intended to 
be, it ſeems not unreaſonable to believe, that 
there will be ſuch a Kingdom, as this on Earth, 
in which our Saviour ſhall reign over the Righte- 
ous His Elect, and choſen ones: Here is no- 
thing forced, nothing hard to be conceived in 
this; but whether it will be fo, or not, or how 
long this Kingdom is to continue, we cannot 

tell: It is enough for us, that the Righteous 
ſhall be infinitely happy: This is what all a- 
gree in: My Deſign is not to fill Men's Heads 
with Conjectures, and uncertain Speculations, 
but to ſet before them a right Notion of what 
is revealed, and has been too often miſrepre- 


_ | And-as I have aid all, chat I think neceſſary 
for this Purpoſe, I ſhall not treſpaſs on the Rea- 
der's Patience any longer, 85 | 
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APPENDIX 


A Prayer of ru a Heathen Phi 


Ion 


FT Kereuy 96, Agcrcja, 
rag » Newwy 


TOT EN HMIN A9- 


TOT, &rouno9hva 
pey ue The bab 
exyevelng Ic ichn 
ue Tra 0s TUUTER- 
Zau Os we o 


uv Tgos TE xcagoty 


THV rd T3 ννατ g % 
700 Zaman r, 1 


ręog T0 UTECE xciy V dp- 
NEW auTHY, % dg og. 
Yavois KEN ono al nate 
roy T&00THOVTA T&070V 
Kal T&5 foghwoi d. 
rie; Toy ev ply Z eu, 
% EVWOY auTE Tg0g T% 


Beſeech thee, O Lok, 
the Father and Guide 
of our Soul within us, to 
make us mindful of thas 


' Gerterous Nature thow baſt 


indued i with y and to 
aſſiſt us, as free Agents, to 
cleanſe outfelves from all 
bodily and unreaſonable 
Paſſions, to ſubdue, and 
govern them, and uſe them 
only as Inſtruments in a 
\ proper Manner : And that 
we may be able perfectly to 
correct that reaſonable Prin- 
ciple within us through the 
Light of Truth, and unite 
it to thoſe Things that have 
a real Exiſtence. And 
Thirdly, I beſeech my Sa- 
viour, that he «will per- 


 feftly remove that Miſt 


z cus dra dia T8 Tg from the Eyes of our Un- 


RAE» 


— 


. derſtandings 
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dhegelus Qurog. Kai Nandings, that wwe may, 
To ahl rey. Tay. pre (4h; Homer Jays) bave a 


nw belongs either to God, or 


Ws THV 4050 ray * Mas 
vue id dd 
Oea Notiere & 
(ar? Toy Ounęov) 4 
tv Yeov, ide 6 dydpœ. 


N. B. The Uſe 1 would make of this Prayer 
of Simplicius, is to-ſhew-the-Reader, that the 

A Word aorog was uſed for the Human Soul, 
3 and therefore might be ſo uſed by Sr John 
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for took read 100 
„ I. 16. for had read has 


42. 1. 8. for Redemption read Remiſſion 


74. |. 22. for know read bnew 


77. I. 25. for Reconcilement read Reconciliation 
90. 1, 31. for where read when 


97. I. 22. dele in 


98. 1. ult. dele Time _ 

100. I. 1. for bare read barely 

101. I. 28. after you read have 

102. I. ult. CD me cant 
104. J. 12. for have read had 

Ib. I. 13. for my read bis 
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